Address-in-reply.

are visions in regard to these matters. I
see a time when we shail have passed
away, when u pgreat population will be
settled in this great countrv. I am
even so visionary as to think that those
marvellous shows of nature that we have
iz the shape of Caves in the South-West
will yet be an enormous asset to this
country. I lived in a city once where
there were 200,000 visitors every year who
came to sce the beauties of art, and T
koow from that there is an enormous
travelling population of whom, if we ad-
vertise properly, we shall get u fair share
on purpose to visit our marvellous Caves
in the South-West. These may be purely
vigiong, but so long as one’s visions are
hased on actual solid premises such as I
have stated, one cannot go far wrong. Tt
depends on us to-day whether these great
assets are o be used for future genera-
tions and for their benefit. I hopesolong
as I am in this State that I shall have
some part to play in farthering the inter-
ests of the country, and especially the
interests with which I am now associated.

ADOPTION OF ADDRESS.

Question — that the Address-in-reply
be adopted—put und passed without
dissent.

Tee PRESIDENT: I have to inform
members that I have communicated with
His Excelleney, and the Governor will be
pleased io receive the Address-in-reply
at 25 minutes to 5 on Tuesday afterncon,

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 915 o'clock,
until the next Tuesday.

[24 Joiy, 1902.]
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Question: Coolgurdia Water Bcheme, Pipe Coulkring—
Question: Habbita Inenrzion, Fencing—Question :
Agricnliural Lands pear Esperunce — Queshons:
Esaperance Railway Project, Proposals for Construe-
tion, Survey of Hailway, Horbour Improvements—
%uesti.on: Police Mlownnce, Goldfields—Question .

ealth Boards (distriet), Elective—Question : Rail-
woy Commissioner, Terms of Agreament—Address-
in-reply, fourth day, adjourned -Adjournment.

Tur SPEAKER iook the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PravERS.

QUESTION—COOLGARDIE WATER
SCHEME, PIPE CAULKING.

Me. A. E. THOMAS (for Hon. F.
H. Piesse) asked the Minister for Works:
1. How many joints of the Coolgardie
Water Scheme pipes were caulked prior
to the 1st December last. 2, How many
have been caulked since that date.
3, How many of these pipe joints have
been caulked : (a), By machine; (), By
hand. 4, At what cost respectively per
joint. 5, How many pumpiog stations
bave been completed and fit for work.

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, 14,647. 2z, 24,758 (to 12th
July, 1902). 3 (a), 37,162; (b), 2,243
(to 12th July, 1902}, 4, Machine,
235. 8d. per joint. Hand, 26s. 2d. per
joint. (This cost includes the excavation
of manholes and laying pipes in trench.)
5, The first three stations are suffi-
ciently completed to admit of water being

pumped.

QUESTION—RABBITS INCURSION,
FENCING.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS asked the
Premier: 1, Whether any steps had
been taken to protect the land in the
neighbourhood of Esperance Bay from
the incursion of rabbits. 2z, Whether the
settlers East of Esperance would be given
facilities for the fencing of their own
holdings. 3, If so, on what terms would
the fencing be made available. 4, When
would any wire fencing be landed in the
State, and how much. 5, What amount
would be allocated for the above purpose.

Tag PREMIER replied: 1, Yes; an
inspection of the country around Esper-
ance has been made with s view to
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ascertaining its suitability for protection
by a rabbit-proof fence. 2z, This has been
provided for in the draft Rabbit Bill
which has been prepared. 3, The terms
mentioned in the above Bill are, * That
netting be delivered at the nearest railway
station or shipping port to the applicant’s
holding, the cost of the netting o be
repaid to the Government, together with
interest at the rate of £4 per cent. per
annum, in 20 equal annual iustalments.”
4, Twenty miles of netting and 28 tons
of wire have been landed to date for the
fencing now in progress. s, There areno
data available at present on which to
estimate amount of fencing which will be
required.

QUESTION—AGRICULTURAL LANDS
NEAR ESPERANCE.

Mr. THOMAS asked the Premier: 1,
Whether repeated applications had been
made for land in the immediate vicinity
of Esperance for agricultural purposes.
2, Whether these applications had been
refused. 3, Whether the reason was that
the land was at present held under
pustoral lease. 4, Tf so, whether the
Government intended compensating the
holders of pastoral leases to allow of
closer settlement on the portions applied
for.

Tae PREMIER replied: 1, Somesuch
applications have been made. 2, Yes,
with the exception of some a,ppllca.tmns
for garden blocks close to the townsite.
3, Yes, the leases being held uunder the
Land Regulations of 1887. 4, Pending
the settlement of a heavy claim from the
pastoral lessees in connection with land
already resumed, it is not the intention
of the Government to make any further
resnmptions in this locality.

QUESTIONS—ESPERANCE RATLWAY
PROJECT.

PROFOSALS TFOR CONBTRUCTION.

Mg, THOMAS asked the Premier:
Whether any proposals had been made
to the Government within the last two
months for ihe construction of the
Esperance-Goldfields Railway ; if so, by
whom.

Tee PREMIER replied: Yes. By
Messrs. Bewick, Moreing, and Co., and
by Monsieur Céleste Joly.

[ ASSEMBLY ]

Quentions.

SURVEY OF RAILWAY, HARBOUB
INMPROVEMENTS.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS asked the
Minister for Works: 1, For what dis-
tance the permanent survey of the Gold-
fields-Esperance railway line had heen
completed. 2, When the work would he
finished. 3, In view of the probability of
the early construction of that line,
whether every effort would be made to

. tomplete the survey at the earliest pos-

sible date. 4, Whether any estimates
had been prepared showing what cost,

i if any, would be necessary on the

harbour at Esperance. 5, I no esti-
mates had lLeen prepared, whether the
Government would employ some inde-
pendent expert to report.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1. The permanent survey has
been completed for a distance of 30 miles
from Coolgardie. 2. It is anticipated that
at the present rute of progress the work
will occupy ancther twelve months to
complete. 3 Every effort is being made.
3. No. 3. It is not customary to call for
mdependent. expert opinion until the
usual advisers on the question have first
reported.

QUESTION_POLICE ALLOWANCE,
GOLDFIELDS.

Me. RESIDE asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Whether it was true that
the goldfields police only received an
extra allowance of £5 last, year. 2z, If so,
why they did not receive the £10
promised to them.

Ter COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, The goldfields allowance has
been increased by £10 per anoum, but
owing to the lateness of the date on
which the Estimates were passed, the
extra allowance was made to date from
the lst Januarv, 1902, only. 2, It has
never been the practice to make allow-
ances retrospective.

QUESTION—~HEALTH BOARDS (DIS-
TRICT), ELECTIVE.

Mer. RESIDE asked the Premier:
1, Whether he would introduce the neces-
gary legislation (as promised by the
Government last session) to make Dis-
trict Health Boards elective. 2, If so.

. whether he would see that the Blll was

' brought down early this session,
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Trae PREMIER replied : Yes, to both °

questions.

QUESTION—RAILWAY COMMISSIONER,
TERMS OF AGREEMENT.

Mer. DOHERTY asked the Minister
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That is practically the hen. member’'s
text; that is his opinion; and that, as
all recognise, is the a-b-¢ of politics in
the Eastern States. The railways must

, be made to pay. The policv of running

for Works and Railways, without notice:

Is he prepared to lay on the table of the

House the agreement made between the

Government of Western Australia and
Mr. W. J. George?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS AND

RAILWAYS replied: The Government
has no objection, and will place that
agreement on the table,

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
FOURTH DAY OF DEBATE—AMENDMENT.

Resumed from the previous day.

Mr. W. B. GORDON (South Perth) :
It is my intention to oppose the amend-
ment of the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Nansgon), and I cannot compliment him
on the speech be made or on the stand he
took in reference to it. He appeared to
me like one distressed. I might almost
picture him as a man on a very hot day
climbing a very high hill, knowing there
are ne refreshments to be had on the top
when he gets there. It was a speech
which, to say the least of it, was limp;
and in laundry parlance, it wanted a lot
of starch. I suppose he expects his
supporters to supply that for him. I
shall endeavour to do the mangling.

Mge. Doserry: A washerwoman’s job
is just what you are fit for.

Mg. GORDOXN : I shall call on you for
meat, I suppose. The attack the leader
of the Qpposition made on the increased
expenditure for the months of May and
June last certainly seemed, on the face of
it, to be strong; but the explanation
made by the Treasurer cuts the ground
from under the hon. member’s feet, and
shows that his objections are not worth
considering. I way here, if permitted,
quote some few sayings of the hon
member from a paper called the West
Aunsiralian. T have cut nut these articles,
joined them together, and set them to
scale [exhibiting columps of printed
matter about three yards long]; and 1
find there is one yard of rubbish to one
inch of sense.  One of his remarks is:

Our railways are the greatest asset and the
greatest security for cur indebtedness.

)

railways to endeavour to open up country
and to induce settlement is out of date,
much to the sorrow of the Eustern States.

TaE SpEARER: Do the quotations
from this paper allude to debates which
have taken place thie session ?

Mz. GORDON:; Yes.

TrE Sreaker: Then the hon. member
canuot make use of them. He mast not
quote from a newspaper a report of
debates which have taken place during
the present sessiou.

Mr. GORDON: Very good, sir. I
will supplement from memory the hon.
member's remarks.

Tre PreEMIER: The hon. member can
refresh his memory by them.

Mg. Jacopy: It needs freshening up.

TrE SPEARER: He cannot continue to
read, anyhow.

Mz. GORDON: Taking that as the
basis of his political opinions in reference
ta our railways, 1 should like to draw the
attention of members to how the leader
of the Opposition would use this wonder-
ful asset. of ours; and no doubt it is an
asset, and a security for our hability to
our British creditors. He would reduce
the freights on all sorts of produce and
other goods sent to the goldfields. He
in fact advocates that to meet this idea
of his, our railways should, if necessary,
be run at a loss. He goes even farther:
he advocutes that we should actually enter
into a war of freights with the British
people in South Africa. He gives an
instance, and says the Governmeut of
South Africa, who are practically the
British people in that colony, are cutting
their freights in the endeavour to induce
settleinent, and that we shall have to cut
ours, elge we shall not get settlement on
the goldficlds. What a beautiful position
we are in!  'We might almost picture the
hon. member, if he should ever sit on the
Treasury bench, though 1 do mot tbink
that is probable--but more extraordinary
things have happened : for instance, Mr.
Moran is again in Parliament

Mr. Mogan: Is the hon. wnember in
order in referring to a member by nane ?

M=. GORDON =~ No; I am not.
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Tee Speaxrr: No. Heis outof order
in doing so.

Mg. GORDON: We can almost picture
the bon. member having a private agent
in South Africa and cabling, “ What is
the price of sardines?  Reply, * So,
aud 80.” Then the hon. wmemwber would
say, “ Weshall have to lower them here.”
So, he would advocate a war of freights.
What chance has this State in carrying
on a war of freights with the British
public in England or in South Africa?
A war of freights is practically the
policy he has enunciated.

Mr. Jacopy: What are you talking
ubout ?

Me. GORDON : The interjections, the
mutterings that come from the Opposi-
tion benches remind me more of the
gibberings of an insane monkey.

Tre Premigr: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will not introduce, this session, those
expressions which led us so much into
trouble Jast session.

Mz, GORDON: 1 accept the sugges-
tion of my leader, and withdraw all I
have said. I apologise to all members
on the Opposition benches; and I will
make a clean sweep and apologise to the
monkey, too. The leader of the Opposi-
tion, as I say, advocates that we should
run our railways at a loss, and also, if
necessary, that we should pay the loss out
of revenue. 1 ask members here, as
reasonable men, if we are going to run
the railways at a loss and enter info a
war of tariffs with the British public,
where is the revenue to come from out of
which that loss is to be made up? We
have no possible hope of getting it ; for,
if we run the railways at a loss, where
is our great asset in the railways
which the hon. member talks about?
The very thing that he points out
we should cherish as a great asset he
tmmediately cots away by advocating
that the ratlways should be run at a less,
and in doing so he seems to he offering a
gop to the goldfields, though I do not
think he would lower himself to wry to
get any goldfield members in this House
to go over to the Opposition. He forfeits
his political principle, the a-b-c of
politics in the FEastern States, and
appears here before sensible mem-
bers trying to get, presumably, some
votes. Another brilliant idea of the
leader of the Opposition—and bhe is

[ASSKEMBLY.]

Fourth day, Amendment.

" brilliant, o wmuch so that his brilliancy

swothers any common-sense he has got in
him—is that if it has taken several
monthis or years to get the rolling-stock
iufo disrepair, it should equally 1ake
several mwonths or years to put that
rolling-stock into good repair. That is
almost word for word what he said, that
it should equally take the same length of
time to get the rolling-stock into repair
again. There is a fine expression! I
mentioned it to one of his supporters,
hnmediately after he spoke last evening,
a8 & most extraordinary statement. The
supporter said the hon. member did not
wean it. I do pot think that, if he has
the Lrains I take him to have, he meant
anything in his speech. What does this
mean? It means nothing at all, farther
than that we shounld revert to the old
system. If we were only repairing the
rolling-stock for one year, there might be
some argument in extending the expendi-
ture over three or four years; but when

| in the next year or the nexf we have to

go on repairing rolling-stock, we should
only get relief under his system in the
first twelve months. Fancy that! To
attempt to palm off ou this House clap-
trap like that! We ought to extend the
repairs as long as it took to gmet the
rolling-stock out of repair! Yet in his
speech, within two lines after he had said
that, he went on to say we must look at
our rolling-stock and see that it is kept
in good repair for the safety of the
public; although just before, he had
been saying practically that engines which
had been three vears in getting out of
repair would require three more years to
get ianto repair! If the hon. member
wore out his pair of boots in six months,
would he take six months to get another
pair? This argument seems to me to
bave nothing in it. He would revert to
the old system of keeping the books as
they have been kept. In fact, he proposes
that we should adjust this stores account
by book-keeping—that is what he says.
There is a beautiful investment for the
British public to lend money on! We
are going to ‘““chisel” them by giving
them false balance-sheets! That i1s the
policy enunciated by the leader of the
Opposition—to adjust it by false balance-
sheets put before the British public. T
wonder how the country could possibly
receive a leader such as he. Where
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would we be? T would not like to say:
I leave that to hon. members. The mem-
her for the Williams made some remarks
last eveniug, and though I do not really
think his remarks are worth taking any
notice of, yet the position he formerly
beld as Commissioner of Railways entitles
him to some consideration, even from such
a poor debater us I am. What does he
say ? MHe says, as a watter of fact, that
he knew the stores account was in the
position it was in for years, and that he
had recommended it should be altered,
but he admits also that for years back he
knew it and never while he administered
the railways did he make an effort to put
that stores account right. He is one of
the big guns of the Opposition. They
seem to have the same ideas. Theleader
of the Opposition says, “ We will adjust
this account.” The member for the
Williams admits that he knew it was going
onforyears,and he neverattempted toalter
it. That is conclusive in itself as to what
sort of condition the finances of the
country would be in under their manage-
ment. In specking also of the late
Minister for Railways, the member for
the Williams read from Hansard and
said he was opposed to the appointment
of three Commissioners, but that if only
one were appointed some good would be
done.

Hon. F. H. Piesse: I did not read
anything from Hansard at all.

Me. GORDON: I am very sorry.
‘Will the hon. member deny having said
that? T amn ouly touching on him Lightly
because of the position he formerly held,
and not for what he said last evening.
That is some credit for good nature, any-
how. He opposed the appointment of
three Commissioners, and he opposes
them still, but he thinks that in appoint-
ing one Commissioner some good might
result.  Having said that years ago,
and never having made an attempt
to get a Cominissioner appointed, what
is his position now ? Whilst he was in
office he was all right; but he was too
tired to make s move. He lmew it was
a good thing to do, but he admits he
was too tired.

Ms. Conwor: He was one of the
hardest-working Ministers we ever had.

Mgr. GORDON: T do not deny that.
He does work hard. He works hard in
thinking of the good things he has done.

[24 Juy, 1902.]

Fourth day, Amendment. 183

He touched on the Harbour Trust. He
gaid he knew that was a good thing, that
he was in favour of it, and that he
initiated it years ago. He takes credit,
as & matter of fact, for having brought
about the Harbour Trust. I suppoese I
may touch on the member for West Perth
(Mr. Moran). He comes among us
with—what shall I say ?-—with the dew
upon him direct from his constituency.
We heard him last night. He charmed
us with his wonderful witticisms, his
resonant voice, and the eloquent flow of
his language, whbich last night lasted for
gome forty minutes. But this eloquent
flow of language consisted practically of
nothing. It consisted of a string of
words, as a sort of advertisement for
the beautiful vocabulary he has. If I
remember rightly, the member for West
Perth poses as a man of figures; but he
does not say whether it is a lay-figure
or a figure in conmection with pounds-
shillings-and-pence. He leaves us to
judge what sort of a figure itis. But I
can hardly imagine it is in reference to
pounds-shillings-and-pence that he poses
as such a wonderful man of figures,
because we heard him last night in that
beautiful harangue talk of the ideal rail-
way, the ideal traffic which we have, the
long distance it has to run. He com-
pared it to South Africa. The South
Africans are, he says, the only other people
who have such beautiful long distances
for running. But this very advantage
which he advocates is the greatest dis-
advantage the country is suffering from
to-day 1 connection with our railway
services: these long stretches without
any intermediate trafic. I will put it
this way: Take a stretch of 50 miles,
with a station at each end and no inter-
mediate traffic; that is the ideal railway
of the man of figures! Then take 50
wniles along where there will be a station
at every eight or ten miles, with inter-
mediate traffic. The latter is the railway
that pays, and not the railway with long
stretches and no intermediate stations.

Mz. Diamonp: Hear, hear. That is
a good point.

Mgr. GORDON: I do not koow how
he worked this out in figures, but to me
it seems most extraordinary for any wan
who has any knowledge of political life,

. We understand, and the country thinks,

that the member for West Perth knows
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gomething ; but to come into this House
and give us such a bogus argumnent—of
course we know the whole of the language
from the Opposition benches is altogether
bogus—is completely out of reason. The
hon, member was carried away with his
flow of language. I will give him this
much credit, that I do not think he knew
what he was saying. He objects to the
rates being raised on the timber: he will
run the railways at a loss. There are
three of the big guns of the Qpposition
who will run the railways, the asset which
represents the security for the money we
have obtained from the British public, at
a loss. We willlet the hon. meinber stop
at that and let him run the railways at a
loss, if he has an opportunity; but I do
not think bhe ever will. The point which
the member for West Perth really made
in bis apeech, if there was any point in it,
was the reference to the unconstitutional
appointment of Mr. George. The point
he endeavoured to bring out was that the
country had never, as a matter of fact,
had a say whether we should have a
Commissioner of Railways or otherwise.
I maintain that this subject was one of
the very promiuent questions placed before
the electors at the last general election.
Ido not think there was one candidate who
addressed his electors without baving this
question put to him, * Are you in favour
of having the railways run by 2 Commis-
sion or run by the Government as at
present 2 T feel confident that a large
majority of the members of this House
are pledged to their counstituents to
support a Bill for the railways to be run
by Cowmissioners. The clap-trap the
hon. member attempted to throw on
the public, that they ought to be allowed
to havea say in this matter, is met by the
asgertion that the public bad a say in it
long ago, and the dictum should have
been carried into effect long ere this. 1If
we had been, as we should have been,
true to our promises ut the last general
election, the Bill would have been intro-
duced before and not left till now. The
mandate has gone from the people, and T
assert that the constitutional point so
laboured by the member for West Perth
is done away with altogether. Then we
bave the man of figures posing as-—what
shall I say—as a spendthrift. He
applauded and upheld the loss of

£44,000 in 11 years which the country !
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has made on the stores account, and said
that we were very fortunate in not having
a greater loss. The only conclusion we
can come to on any questipn like this,
when we find the hon. member for West
Perth indorsing and approving of a loss
of £4,000 every year—that is the leust,
and I believe it will be considerably more
—is that he does not care whether we
lose £4,000 every vear. I wonder if this
gentleman of figures has considered what
this £4,000 a year may do forus. Hazhe
considered for a moment that £4,000
a year would pay interest on £100,000°7
What could we dowith this £100,000P and -
why should we lose this £4,000 u year?
He thinks it is a very cheap " get-out.”
The gentleman of figures has fallen a
long way in wmy estimation. The hon.
member took occasion te twit us and
others last night on changing our seats.
I interjected that [ was notaware he was
coming back to Parliament. And after
all is said and done, it wag a very, very
near thing. He might not have been back
if that vacancy of the Premiership had
not occurred. Would he have been here ?
Who can say P It is possible; but, after
all, it was a very near thing. I do not
want to say any more. I have said more
than I intended to. Other members can
farther explain. All the arguments that
so far have been brought up by the
Opposition against the Government bave
been absclutely worthless, there being
pothing in them. I intend to oppose the
amendment. as strougly as T can.

Mzr. R. HASTIE (Eanowna): I hope
this debate will not last very long, and I
would rewind the House that when this
amendment is disposed of we shall have
the rest of the Speech to consider. I
would like to say about the amendment
that this debate is in no way peculiar,
for the Parliament of every State in Aus-
tralia every second year or so hasa debate
on the railway system. A very large
number of people in every State m Aus-
tralia always believe that the Government
are making a mess of things. They
always believe that those who have the
railways under control are on the wrong
road. That seems to be the case nut only
with us at the present time, but ever
since I have been in Western Australia
the States have secmed to be in a con-
dition of great tribulation. The leader
of the Opposition divides his indietment
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into three portions.
relating to the inerease of freights. 1
look upon that as a particulurly serious
matter. I strongly agree with hiw ithat
the manner in which the increase of
freights was made was unpopular. The
Commissioner of Railways found himself

in this position. We are not used to |
cheap freights on our railways, and he |

himself must have knowun that any in-
crease in rales and fares would always be
strongly objected to, and more so in this
State than in any other country in the
world, for the great bulk of the people ot
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‘Western Australia live very considerable |

distances from the wetropolis, and they
are far more dependent upon the railways
than are other people. I cannot exactly
say [ believe with the leader of the Oppo-
gition, but I am prepared to see it shown
by him or by otbers that 1t is quite pos-
sible for the ruilways of this State to be
made to pay if there be reform in
the manner in which they are conducted.
I thiuk that many people in this country
have had practically a npew “burden
placed upon them, and before that was
doue there should have been some kind
of reform in the railway administration.
I candidly admit that I am not able to
lay my finger on the places where the
changes ought to be made. T, like every
other member of the House, would be
glad to see the railways pay working
expenses, inlerest, and sinking fund. I
should like to see every railway, if pos-
gible, carry out that idea. But I have
doubts, like some others, that it can be
carried out in every respect. I agree
with the idex of the leader of the Oppo-
sition that every railway should run opon
its own, and the people say that the Eastern
line should not be made to pay the losses
on other lines in the State. We must
admit that had the ex-Minister adopted
that system he would have been criticised
ten times more severely than he has been
for the system which he did adopt. Tan
that case all the people on the Eastern
goldfields would have said that he was
the wisest statesman of the lot, and the
people who live in almost every other part
of the State, including the good people of
Northampton themselves, wonld have been
particularly strong in finding fault with
him. I admit the blunder which, in my
opinion, the ex-Minister for Railways
made. T much regret that before those

- maftter.
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The first is that | freights were increased the matter was not

submitied to Parliament, when we might
have had a say in the business. The
ex-Minister increaséd not only the freights
to the eastern goldficlds—and candidly
I admit that is the only increase to which
I seriously object—but he increused the
freights for such goods as jarrah timber,
coal, and agricultural produce also. And
I am bound here to say that so faras I
understand the views of railway matters
beld on the eastern goldfields, the people
there are practically agreed that, speaking
generally, timber, coal, and agricultural
produce were being carried too cheaply.
I bave not the slightest doubt that if
freights on those articles had been made
higher at the start, we should not see the
agitation now going on. The Premier, in
his recent policy speech at the Town
Hall, told us we should have this session
an opportunity of considering what
freights were to be charged; that new
classifications of freights were to be made
and laid on the table of the House, and
that the House could then declare on
what basis the new freights were to be
adjusted. T hope the House will by
that time be in a particularly reasomable
frame of mind. I bave not any doubt
that wmany of the freights must be
raised above the figure which obtained
before the recent increase; but I feel
certain very many reductions will he
made. The next indictment laid by the
leader of the Opposition seems to me
particularly curions—that the Govern-
ment deserve to be turned out because
they propose to bring in a Bill anthoris-
ing the appointment of three Railway
Commissioners. I should have thought
it better to discuss that question when
we had the Bill before us. It seems to
me too mueh of a punishment for the
Government to sit.here for a long fime
listening to objections on that score.
Leat us rather discuss the Bill when it is
brought forward.

Tue PrEmier : Hear, hear.

Mg. HASTIE : I can say frankly that
if the proposal be brought before the
House to appoint two additional Com-
misgioners, I shall oppose it; and 1
believe it to be unnecessary and unwise.
But I should not like to waste the time
of the House at present in discussing the
We shall have it before us
pretty soon. The last point of the mover
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of the amendment is the appointment of
Mr. George. Last night some members
were particularly eloquent in declaring
that this was unconghitutional. Well, I
am one of the few people who admit they
do not know what * unconstitutional™
means. I observe that what is done by
our side iz usually considered constitu-
tional, and what is done by the other side
unconstitotional; aund farther, I have
observed that not only in this country
but in Great Britain there is nothing
that changes so much as precedent
and constitution. And if this were
the only objection to the appointment
—that it was unconstitutional—I do
not think it would be taken seriously;
but there are other features which make
us look very seriously at this subject.
Candidly, I do not like the principle of
appointing members «of Parliament to
lucrative positions. On the other hand,
as has been said by the leader of the
Opposition, Mr, Paterson and Mr. Sayer,
both members of Parliament, and both
robably the best men in their particular
inee who could have received such
positions, were appointed to such posi-
tions in this State; and so far, no harm
I have heard of bas resulted. It is
possible that the appointment of Mr.
(eorge, too, may do good; vet at the
same time I see in it a very serious
danger, and should have been glad had
some other course been followed. At
first, when the matter was mentioned to
me, I did not take it seriously. My main
objection was that Mr. George would not
accept the position. Most members here
credit that gentleman with great pluck.
I think my words were that Mr. George
had not sufficient pluck to takea position

[ASSEMBLY.}

in which, as he knew, he would be the :
 He rephied to everv question, and in

most  severely-criticised man in Wes-
tern Australia; that seriovs criticism
would be felt sorely by any man who
would take that position. T have been
in other States. I remember that towards
the end of the eighties in New Zealand,
the Railway Commissioner wag criticised
in almost every part of the colony. The
same thing took place in New South
Wales when Mr. Eddy was first ap-
pointed, and for several years after-
wards; and it was the same in Vic-
toria, when Mr. Speight occupied a
similar position. T was rather sur-
prised when, a number of years after
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that, I came into this House and found
Mr. Speight was not only the most
popular man with evervone in the
Chamber, but that all those who might
bave been expected to criticise him
severely joined in declaring he was also-
lutely the best railway expert in Australin.
Criticism must be expected; and most
probably that was one of the reasons
which actuated those gentlemen who
appointed Mr. George as Commissioner ;
Lecause they saw clearly that the present
system was unsatisfactory, and that some
drastic change must be made. For in-
stance, the other day every member of the
House bad put in his band the report of
the Coolgardie Water Scheme Royal
Commission. After reading that report,
I feel certain one thought must occur to
us all : *“Ts it not possible, is it not even
probable, that other public departments
may be in exactly the same position as
that water scheme?” And to make quite
sure that does not apply to the Railway
Department or to some of its branches,
absolutely the best course we can take is
to bring in uew blood—a new head who
is in no way tied to the system, and who
will expose any improper schemes he may
discover. 1 do not wish to be taken as
reflecting on that department; but that
particular report is so very strong that
I shall not be convinced that all is well
in other departments until examination is
made. And largely for this reason.
Last year, in this House, many of us
submitted the Coolgardie Water Scheme
to severe eriticism. Several of us asked
many questions. They were mostly asked
by the member for Boulder (Mr.
Hopkins). AN those questions were
answered by’ the then Director of
Public Works (Hon. C. H. Rason).

fact to all subdivisions of questions.
After reading that report, we see that all
the information then placed before us was
ubsclutely useless. And may it not be
that in the Railway Department there
will be some things which seriounsly require
attention 7 When the late Mr. Leake
and the ex-Minister for Railways (Hon.
W. Kingsmill) had the question before
them, they must have heard on all sides,
* What we want particularly is & railway
expert” [Mg. Jacosy: Hear, hear.]
And they saw they would have to shoulder
the respounsibility of making the selection.
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They doubtless considered the matter
very seriously. The question must have
presented itself to them, *“ What kind of
an expert do vou want?”’ In a railway
system there are three branches, Thereare
the traffic branch, the mechanical branch,
and there is the permanent way, or what
may be called the generul arrangement.
And in all probability it was impossible
to get a man who was an expert in the
whole three branches.

Tae Premier: Hear, hear.

Me. HASTIE: I do not know where
such & man can be got. I do not for a
moment, believe he is to be picked up in
London. Those of us who have lived on
the goldfields, at any rate, know the
value of experts from London.

Tae Premier: Hear, hear.

Mgr. HASTIE: We have had bushels
of mining experts, and hundreds of
mechanical experts also; and our experi-
ence is that in three cases out of four they
are frands. A great difficulty now pre-
sented itself to the minds of those Min-

"isters. My own opinion is that had they
very carefully considered the matter they
would probably have been able to select
a man against whom we knew nothing;
and if a man had been selected against
whom the House and the country knew
pothing, he would, for a considerable
time, have been perfectly sure of a peace-
ful reign. But, at the same time, we
know the risks. Railway experts ure as
plentiful as financial experts—I mean
those gentlewen who know most about
the Bankruptcy Court—and guite as
plentiful as political experts on constitu-
tional law. In fact, if anyone wants
them, T can supply him at any moment
with a bushel. But I do not think there
is any particular use in labouring this
question. That the Government have
sinned, I candidly admit ; and I should
like to see in what manner we can make
them mend their ways.

Me. Trowas : There is only one way.

Mg. HASTIE : Only one way. That
is unfortunately true. Because the ques-
tion formulates itself: Who are to
govern this country in the future? Shall
the Government be composed of, say, the
present occupants of the Ministerial
bench, or of gentlemen like the members
for Northawpton (Mr. Nanson), for
Waest Perth (Mr. Morun), for Toodyay
(Mt. Quinlan), for Greenough (Mr.
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Stone), and our friend the member for
Dundas (Mr, Thomas) ? .

Mrg. Ewing : You omitted the member
for the Swan (Mr. Jacoby).

Mr. HASTIE: It will probably be
well to recommend the leader of the
Opposition to make the member for the
Swun an honorary Minister. The Gov-
ernment I have indicated would probably
be as representative as we could wish.
Aud this is not a laughing matter. We
cannot conduct the business of the House
unless we conduct it seriously. We want
to ses a fuirly stable Gavernment; we
want to see things go smoothly; and I
do not think it is an advantage for us to
be continually playing the game of *ins
and outs.” My own opinion ig, and it is
the general opinion of the Lahour party,
that we have not much more to expect
from an alternative (Fovernment than we
have from the present Ministry. The
question appears to us very plaiuly,
What have we to do? Are we on the
one hand to express our opinion of some
sins the present Government have com-
mitted, and cause a political crisis; or
should we on the other hand do our best
to assist the steady government of this
country ¥ Personally, so far as I and my
friends are concerned, I answer that it
would be unwise to change, and that we
should

rather bear those ilis we have,

Than 8y to others that we know not of.

Mr. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle) : As it is apparently the inten-
tion of the Opposition not o go on with
the debate fartber; and as I have very
little to say, I will seize this opportunity
for making a few remarks. Aecutely as I
feel thut this House is expected by the
country and is virtually pledged individu-
ally and collectively to go on with solid
and substantial business, I desire that as
much as possible unnecessary discussion
should be avoided, and that we should
proceed to wurk as quickly as possible.
It appears to me the question has been
debated as fully as counld be expected. In
my opinion, the indictment made against
the cceupants of the Treasury benches is
a very ipsufficient one. In fact, if we
consider the speeches of the leader of the
Opposition (Mr. Nanson), of the member
for the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse),
and of the member for West Perth (Mr.
Moran), and analyse them, we find those
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members have said here three tiues as
wuch in favour of the Government as
they have said against the Government.
That struck me particularly last evening,
and I think it is a good sign that we
shall be able to do useful work this
session. I do not propose to go into
many unnecessary details. The principal
items in the indictinent are the increase
of railway rates and the appointment of
Mr, George as Commissioner of Railways.
With reference to the vailway rates, T am
cortainly not prepared to indorse in every
respect the action of the late Minister for
Railways and those associated with him.
I have a fairly good knowledge of the
details of the railway tariff, which comes
info my daily avocation; and knowing as
I do many details connected with the
tariff, I cannot indorse everything which
the late Minister for Railways has done.
But generally, I will uphold the principle
that the first duty of the Government of
the country iz to put the railways on an
economical and sensible business line of
working, to make them pay first of all,
and then to consider the advisability of
concessions. With reference to the gold-
fields traffic, I look upon it that it will be
absolutely necessary, within a time not
remote, to duplicate the line to the gold-
fields and to re-grade the line, more
especially on the level country beyond
Northam. There are little hills and
valleys which increase very largely the
necessity for working power in theengines;
and when the re-grading of the line and
the duplication have been made, the same
engines will be able to conduct the traffic
far more expeditiously and economically,
- and with greater satisfaction generally.
I think the Government and the railway
authorities are pretty well acquainted
with the sentiments of this House; and it

will be well for them to consider, even '

now, where some reductions can be made
in the railway rates. Spea
one in the confidence of the Government,
I am very wmuch mistaken if the good
sense of the Government will not induce

them, when revising the rates, to make .

reductions in some lines of the tariff. As
to the tariff for carryingarticles of food and
mining machinery, the greatest liherality
should be
ready to say the rich mine-owners can
afford to pay an extra pound a ton for
their things carried to the goldfields.

[ASSEMBLY.]

king not as '’

shown. Many people are
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" That is a selfish view of the question,
because many of the mines are only in
the stage of development, and some of
them are only being prospected; there-
fore will you increase the cost of carry-
ing machinery necessary to develop
those mines, and thereby increase the
cost to the poorer men who are trying
to develop their properties, merely for the
purpose of getting something extra out of
those capitalists who have the richer
mines ?

Mg. Moraans: 95 per cent. of the
mines are not paying, you should re.
member.

Ms. DIAMOND: I weant to say that
many of the mines are not productive.
With regard to the George incident, I
will say at once that although I am a
direct supporter of the Government, I
reserve the right to myself to criticise
them at any time. [u appointing Mr.
Greorge, the Government, in my opinion,
made a tactical blunder. If they bud
waited till Parliament met and then tried
to pass » Bill through this House {or that
purpose—and I do not think they would
have had difficulty in passing it, as many
of us are pledged to the appointment of
Railway Commissioners — there would
probably not have beena word said about
this appointment, if My, George had been
one of those Comuwissioners. 1 had
serious doubts about the advisability of
the appointment at the time; but now I
can see that no greater blunder has been
committed than a merely tactical mistake,
from which the Government will suffer
more than anyone else. As to the capa-
bility of the gentleman appointed, I bave
' not the slightest doubt; and my opinion
has been very much strengthened by the
wotk he is doing, with which I have come
jo contact. I know that already Mr.
(Feorge is making some very good altera-
tions, and doing good work.

Mer. Moroans: He has not had tine
to grusp the requirements.

Mgr. DIAMOND: It will take not
weeks but months for Mr. George to yet
even g fair start in that work; but any
trained business man can see, from the
way a man starts to work, whether he
. understands what he is doing; and I

hope and trust the appointmnent of Mr.

George will turn out a success. A good deal

has been said about gelting the very best
| railway expert from England to manage




Address-in-reply :

our railways. I differ from that view.
In England the railway experts are
trained, from bey upwards, to the Erglish
systeni of management, which is to earn
the best dividends possible for share-
holders; but managers of railways in
Australia suould know that railways are
intended chiefly to develop the country,
whereas in England the railway experts
aim at earning the best dividends they
can for shareholders. If we should go
outside of Australia to get a railway
expert, I should prefer to go to India or
to Canada. I am of opinion that we
should have three Railway Commis-
gioners, and I shall vote for the -Bill
which is to provide for their appoint.-
ment, as I have been pledged to the
principle for some years, and I do not
think we need go outside of Australia to
get two other men as Commissioners.
Another matter connected with railways
that I find great fault with the Govern-
ment for, and particularly with the Leake
Government, is the cheap purchases of
land made on the Swan River, apparently
for railway purposes. I do not believe
the Bill for authorising the construetion
of u railway there will pass this House;
but in any case the vepresentatives of the
port of Fremantle wiil be able to show
that the idea is a mad one. I shall be
prepared, when the time comes, to show
fucts and figures for establishing my
contention. At the same time, blnnders
of this description will occur in the best
regulated Governments, as they have
occurred under the supervision of the
greatest statesmen the world has ever
seen. Blunders oceurred under the great
Bismarck,also under the great Gladstone;
and although no very serious blunders
have occurred in the world lately, yet we
know they do oeccur. For the few
blunders committed by the present Gov-
ernment, I awn not prepared to turn them
out. There is a good deal said about the
fettlers on the railways doing such good
work now that they have obtained the
shilling extra per day, and about the
cost of their work being reduced.
I tried to get that principle affirmed by
this House some time ago, but only six
members followed me in the division. I
am now glad to see that the principle is
established, and that men who are earning
fairly reasonable and good wages will do
better work than good men who are
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underpaid. Remarks have been made in
the Press, in this House, and amongst
the public, on a matter which, in my
opinion, is a great blunder; and as long
as we persist in it, so long shall we have
troublé on the railways. I am referring
to tbe railway rates heing regarded as
taxation. Railway rates are not taxation,
but are payment for work and labouar
done and for services rendered.

Me. Morax: So is all taxation.

Mr. DTIAMOND : Until we place our
railways on a business basis and wake
them a commercial concern, and until we
reckon all railway revenue as taxation
and our railway expenditure as ordinary
expenditure, g0 long shall we bave trouble
in the railway accounts. The same mis-
take has been perpetuated in other parts
of Avstralia for years past. The vailway
account should be a separate account,
the same a5 a merchant keeps a
separate account for his merchandise.
When it is shown that a railway is
properly and systematically kept and the
repairs are done to the rolling-stock,
which has been grossly neglected in the
past, and that under that system the
railways will pay, I for one will join
members both on this side of the House
and on that in making concessions when
possible, I will always be found on the
side of those who will bring railway rates
down to the lowest possible extent, but I
will not consent to the railway rates being
reduced to a point where there would be
a debit balance. It is my intention to
vote with the Governwent.

Mr. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): 1
only mean to make a very few remarks
on the amendment which has been moved
by the mewber for the Murchison (Mr.
Nanson), but I intend mainly to devole
myself to the increased railway rates as
they affect the Eastern Goldfields. I
have in wy band a Press cutting giving
accounts of a reception at Kalgoorlie to
the ex-Minister for Railways. I would
like here to most heartily congratulate
that gentleman, for I have had a great
admiration for him ever since I have been
in this House, and I have had a greater
adwiration for him since yesterday, when
he showed so much pluck in standing up
in this House and attempting, so far as
he was able, to defend what he must have
known in his inmost heart was a lament-
ably weak case. At Kalgoorlie, in reply
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to a deputation, the Minister pointed
out, it was reported, as to the freights,
that there would be a deficit of over
£53,000 owing to the lines on which
matters had been worked, and the
new tncrease in freights would: affect
otber districts more than the goldfields,
Ouo that gentleman’s return to Perth be
was interviewed by the Press, and, at the
conclusion of that juterview he said the
most pleasant feature of his trip was the
fact that he practically heard no com.
plaints about the manner in which the
service on the Bastern Goldfields was
conducted. Yesterday, that gentleman,
in a very sarcastic manner, was referring
to the meetings held in Kalgoorlie con-
demnatory of the raising of the railway
freights, I think he was telling us one
meeting was attended by 20 people, and
another by 18. I would like to point out
that a meeting was held at that time in
Kalgoorlie, consieting of people who were
the main customers of that railway. That
meeting was attended by the following
gentlemen: —- Mr. Richard Hamilton,
general manager of the (Great Boulder
and of mines in the north country; Mr.
R. B. Nicholson, of the Ivanhoe; Mr. W.
R. Feltmann, manager of Bewick, Moreing,
and Co., who contrel the Lake View
Consols, Hannans Brown Hill, Sons of
Gwalia, Cosmopulitan, Great Fingal, and
other mines; Mr. W, H. Rodda, Associ-
ated Nortbern; Mr. Graham Price,
Hampton Plains; Mr, T. Hewitson, As.
sociated ; Mr. R. Nichols, Great Boulder,
Perseverance ; Mr. F. A. Moss, Kalgoorlie
and Bainault; and Mr. N. Keenan,
Mayor of EKalgoorlie. I think the
House will agree with wme that this
was a fairly representative gathering of
customers of our railway. ‘To show
that the hon. gentleman’s statement
that there were no complaints from
the Eastern (oldfields was a totally
errgneous statement, I will read the
resolution which was arrived at at that
meeting ;-

That this Chamber of Minea of Western
Australia is fully in sccord with the objeet of
the meeting to be held in Perth on Tuesday
evening, condemning the gross disorganisation
in the Railway Department; and whilst reserv-
ing its judgment as to the proper incidence of
the increased rates of freight, the Chamber is
firmly of opinion that the necessity for euch

increase chiefly arises from the palpable dis-
organisation which has hitherto existed in the
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department, and which is clearly due either to
culpable mismanagement or o defoctive system
of administration. 'The Chamber is further
strengly of the opinion that the time has now
arrived when the Railway Department should
be placed under the control of & board of
commigsioners altogether ontside the sphere of
political influence.

The meeting asked me io represent the
Chamber at the gathering in Perth,and to
refer to the resolution, and express the
views held by this institution. The letter
I received giving a report of the meeting
at Kulgoorlie proceeded : —

The present crisis is undoubtedly the result

of serious maladministration, and the sooner
the railways are placed in the hands of am
independent board the better. Unfortunately,
time will not permit me to furnish youn with
farther particalars {of which I counld give you
a good many), but I trust the outcome of the
meeting in Perth, and the conference to be
held here to-morrow, will be a searching
inquiry ivto the whole business.
That conferenve was held, consisting of
these gentlemeun and also of the Municipal
Council in Kalgoorlie, representing the
mercantile interest there; and probably
that is the meeting to which the hon.
gentleman referred yesterday in his
speech.

Tae MivisTer For Mines: No; he
referred to a public meeting, and not the
meeting called by the Chamber of Mines.

Mr. THOMAS: Anyhow, the ex-Com.
missioner tried to show that there was no
interest taken in this matter on the gold-
fields. He told members that there were
no complaints, and he held up to ridicule
the stulement that there wus any cause
for complaint, as far as the goldfields
were concerned. In 1891 the total
exports from this State amounted to
eight and a half millions, and gold was
responsible for five and three-quarter
millions of that amouni. According to
the last censug the population of our
Eastern Goldfields served by this railway
was 52,975, and taking the ratio of the
mean increase, the number has been

| brought up at the present time to,

roughly, 54,250. Those people claim,
and are entitled to, some little con-

. gideration, which they have been ab-

solutely refused at the hands of the
present Administration. Tt will be gener-
ally ackmowledged, and the figures of our
exports conclusively prove, that the main-
stay of Western Australia is our mining,
And yet we have 2 Government prepared
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in railway administration to do every- '

thing possible to load that industry
beyond its power in this Btate, and fo
eripple that industry. That is the only
wuy in which I can read the recent
actions of the Government in regard to
the increase of freights. I will point out
that during last vear the total train
mileage run in this State amounted to
4,126,208 miles, out of which the gold-
fields line alone had a mileage
2,105,001, The member for the Murchi-
gon (Mr. Nanson) takes one-third of the
northern traffic, but 1 take half, which I
consider fairer. Taking ope-half, it
brings the total of our train mileage
which the goldfields can supply to
2,673,170 miles, or considerably more
than half the total train mileage of this
State. We find that the Government
have a very convenient way of hiding
some of the losses over their other
railways and of overburdening our rail-
way to the goldfields. The whole cost of
the maintenance of our railways is divided
amongst the train mileage. We have
station-masters, porters, fettlers, etc., on
the railways of the State, and we takethe
total cost and divide it by the total
train mileage. The cost of these ought
to be divided by the number of miles of
railway, then multiplied by the number
of mles in each railway system, and
then divided by the train mileage run
over that system. If this is done, it will
be readily seen that the overcharge on
our railway to the Eastern Goldfields is
very cousiderable. We have had every-
thing we could piled on te that railway.
As we know, the railway was built at a
very low rate per mile, and yet our interest
oo that railway is charged at the amount
which the Government see fit to capitalise
it at, namely the average cost of all the
railways in the State. The whole of the
returns published in Western Australia
since the goldfields have been opened
have been prepared simply wilh this
object in view—to minimise, as much as
possible, the importance of the goldfields,
and also to ininimise, as faras possible, the
losses on the other railways of the State.
The leader of the Opposition gave the
figures of the overcharge on that railway
made to cover up the losses on other
railways. If we have the Greut Southern
and South-Western Railways run at a

percentage of working cost to revenue of

of
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115 per cent. and 105 per cent., T cer-
tainly claim that the Bastern Goldfields
should not be burdened with an increase
of rates to make the whole system pay
its interest and sinking fund. I urge that
those lines should receive out of the public
revenue the amount of losses incurred.
And on the Eastern Goldfields line the
ratesshonld be reduced to afair amount, so
that the line shall pay its interest and
sinking fund ; and u population of 54,000
should not be forced to bear the burden
of 200,000 people. T sincerely trust that
in the next accounts presented to us with
regard to our railways we shall see that
the accounts are made up in the manner
I sugpest. 1 would like to point out
that the burden of taxation which the
mining industry has had, and is having,
to put up with can only have one resull.
The State’s ore, that is the ore raised
from the mines throughout the State, is
now worth £1 9s. per ton less than in
1897, and 17s. per ton less than in 1838.
The Kalgoorlie field is held up as being
the mainstay of our mining industry.
The EKalgoorlie ore is worth, or was
worth rather, at the end of the first
three months of this year, £5 11s. per
ton less than in 1897, £2 1ls. less than
in 1899, and £1 4s. 10d. less than
in 1901. Since then, some of the
mines have increased their stamping
capacity and other mines are now pre-
paring to increase theirs. At the end of
this year we shall probably see that the
Kalgoorlie ore 1s worth £2 per ton less
than it was last year. One hon. member
interjects asking what the value is now.
The value of the ore at the Kalgoorlie
fields in 1897 was £9 11s, in 1899
£7 1s, in 1901 £5 ld4s, and now
roughly about £4 4s. per ton. We
know what working costs are.  'We know
that every economy has to be exercised
to make the liwited proportion of our
mines that are paying, pay. Andif we
give the subject a moment’s thought we
must know full well that, if we pile any
more burdens upon that industry, the
limit of production is going to be reached
and you are going to have a retrogression
as far as your wining industry is con-
cerned, the indusiry which everyone in
this State is bound to agree is the main-
stay of this country. I spoke on this
matter last session on the Address-in-
reply, and on every opportunity through
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the session I speke on it also. 1 have
been in this country now for a good many
years and bave travelled from one end of

[ASSEMBILY.]

the goldfields to the other, and I claim that

I have, as much as any man in this House,
the welfare of Western Australia at heart.
I have the welfare of the mining industry
of this State at heart; and Tsay, because
I believe it to be true, that if we go
on much Jonger as we have been going
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between £2 15s. 4d. and £6 65 1d. is
absolutely disproportionate.
M=r. Diamonp: Such firms as Sar-
geant & Co. are middlemen, [ suppose ?
Tae Mivisrer ror Mines: They

- have agencies on the goldfields, as the

for the past few years—and the danger |
has been most seriously aggravated by !
the present Administration during the

last 18 months-—we shall have in the
State no mining industry to protect. We
have heard much of what the present
Government will do for the working man,
and what they will do for the people, and
for the small man. I claim that they
give no encouragement whatever to the
small man on our goldfields, or to the
small man anywhere. Small men going
out back to open up properties, perhups
require from Fremantle merchants a little
boiler and pump, or a small winding-
engine weighing between one and a half
and two tons. The Government, who
wish to do everything they can to en-

hen. member knows.

Me. Diaxown: They have branches in
Kalgooriie.

Mg. THOMAS: Yes; but you know
as well as I can tell you that small men
can buy cheaper when they do not buy
from the middleman in Kalgoorlie or
Coolgardie; yet you will not give them
any opportunity of dispensing with the
middleman. I should like to show the
House the exact effect of these increased
rates. Later on during this session I

_ shall be able to give full details regarding

courage the small man, have raised the

rate on machinery for under four-ton lots
from £4 19s. 8d.—the old rate—to
£6 63, 1d. 1If a man gets up from Fre-
mantle, as a big mine can afford to do,
a lurge quantity of nachinery at a time
—a few truck loads—he can get it up at
the rate of £2 15s. 4d. a ton; whereas
the small man, the prospector whom the
Minister for Mines is so anxious shall
increagse in this country, has to pay
£6 6s. 1d. per ton to bring up the same
weight as a big mine can bring up at the
rate of £2 15s. 4d.

Tue Mivister For Mings: The small
man usually buys his material from the
big storekeepers, and they have it brought.
up from Fremauntle at the rates paid by
the big mines.

the whole mining industry. The figures
I shall now give are absolutely accurate
as regards one mine; and it is competent
for any man to say by what figure they
should be multiplied in order to see what
these increased rates mean to the mining
industry in the districts served by the
Eastern Goldfields Railway.  These
figures relate to one mine in Kalgoorlie.
During last year, 6,162 tons of goods
were hauled from Fremantle to the fields.
The amount paid in freight was £11,793
19s. 5d. TUnder the new rate, the mine
people would pay £14,388 14s. 10d,
making a difference to one mine alone of
£2,594 15s. 5d. per annum. That mine

" is treating from 90,000 te 100,000 tons

' the Kastern (oldfields

Mz, THOMAS: Then you are com-

pelling the small man to buy his goods
from the local merchant, and to pay two

profits ; and you will not give him an !

opportunity to buy his goods here from
the merchants, without employing a
middleman.

Trr Minisver For MiNes: You know
better than that.

Mgr. THOMAS: I am stating the
absolute facts. I say the difference

of ore per year. Last year, the total
production from the districts served by
Railway was
1,416,564 tons; therefore, on the pro-
ducing mines alone, the inerease of rail-
way freights is putting an exira tax of
£40,000. This does not allow for any
goods hauled over that railway for the
supply of mines in the prospecting or
developmental stage; nor does it include
goods hauled over the railway at an
increased rate for the supply of the
people living on and in connection with
the induatry; so that sum of £40,000
bas to be largely increased to get at the
extra taxation of the goldfields through
the increased freights imposed by the
present Government. I unhesitatingly
say the mining industry ought mnot
to be burdened with that extra taxa-
tion. At Kalgoorlie, the ex-Miunister
for Railways told us that parts of the
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State would be more affected than the
goldfields by these increased freights ; and
yet we find the Government have given
concessions to the timber industry and
the agricultoral industry. On their own
showing, they are to-day carrying every
ton of Collie coal at a loss of approxi-
mately 1d. per ton per mile.

Tae CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : Who told
you that ?

Mr. THOMAS: Well, I shall not say
“to-day.” I shall say “last session "—
when I asked for the return and it was
laid oo the table.

Me. Dianmonp: The rates have since
been raised.

Tee CoLoNiAL SecRETARY : Certainly.

Me. THOMAS: Bvery concession has
been granted to the agricultural, the coal,
and the timber industries.

Tar CornonialL SeceeTiary: No; not
at all, '

Mr. THOMAS: And I claim that
every concession should be given to those
industries; but no concession whatever
has been given the mining industry. We
on the fields, instead of having anything
taken off our burden, have had the
- rates increased { and notwithstanding our
agitation, the Minister has absolutely
refnsed to reduce them. If there had
been any just cause, I do not think the
mining industry would have protested,
because the railways bave to be made to
pay; but I certainly claim there is no
reason for mcreasing the old freights,
which paid the railways of this State
most handsomely. The cost per train
mile under cur present Administration
has, strange to say, gone up tremendously.
In 1894, the cost per train mile was
8s. 29d.; in 1895, 3= 779d.; in
1896, 3s. 5d. ; in 1897, 4s. 6-6d.; in 1898,
45, 4-2d.; in 1899, d4s. 44d.; in 1900,
43. 1d. ; and at the end of 1901 it suddenly
jumped to over 8s. If it go on al that
rate, I auppose we shall find that for the
year just closed it has been something
like 53. 6d. Bince 1894 the average
rate works out at 3s. 11-444., including
1900, for which year the rate was over
58.; but the average for the whole of
these years was only 4s. 1-1d. Looking
at those figures, ¥ say that, in my
opinion at least, there must be something
radically wrong.

GoveEeNMENT MEMEER: The result
of building the goldfields lines.
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Mg. THOMAS: The goldfields lines!
I think it will be agreed that in 1897 the
goldfields lines were not in exzistence,

MemBERr : Some of them.

Me. THOMAS: The rate for that year
was 4s. 6d. The rate for the next year—
and of course the first year of running
such new lines might be slightly ex-
pensive—wus 48, 4d.; in the following
vear it was 43, 4d.; and then for 1900,
when the whole of those lines had got
into full ewing, the rate had decreased to
4s. 14.; so the epening of the goldfields
lines cannot be responsible for the enor-
mous increase in the figures I have
quoted.

Tre Premrer: There are goldfields on
the Murchison. You think all the fields
are in the Kalgoorlie district.

Me. THOMAS: Every figure I have
given refers absolutely to the goldfielde
served by the Eastern Goldficlds Railway,

Tee Premigr: I was not aware of
that. I thought you were speaking of
the goldfields generally.

Mg. THOMAS: Now with regard to
the stores account, of which we have
heard so much, I certainly maintain the
railways should not in onme year be
debited with charges extending over a
longer period.

TeE TrEssurER: Neither are they.

Ms. THOMAS: We have had the
present accounts debited with more than
their fair share.

Tre TrEasvRER: No!

Mz THOMAS: I would rather have
seen the amount which iz written off
placed to a suspense account and dis-
tributed over a number of years.

Mgz. Diasoxn: That is what has been
done.

Mzr. Moran: I will give the Govern-
ment my overdraft as well.

M=z. THOMAS: I certainly maintain
that this year has been debited with more
than its fair share of expenditure, in
order, as the ex-Minister of Railways
stated yesterday, to start next year with
a clean sheet.

Tue TREASURER: Nothing of the sori.

Me. THOMAS: Now I think, by the
few figures I bave quoted, I have clearly
and conclusively shown what the increase
of freights means to the people on the
fields. It means that our limit of pro-
duction is being brought nearer ; that our
cost, of production is being increased. I
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may say the Minister for Mines (Hon. H.
Gregory) was so anxious to encourage
prospectors in this country that we had a
Bill before us last session with that
object. The backbone of the country is
ite mining industry, and the pioneer of
mining is the progpector. We have now
on the fields a large number of prospectors
working for wages, pending the time when
they save enough out of their wages to
buy an equipment and to go out pros-
pecting on their own account, to open up
fresh fields and fresh mines on our
existing fields. In order to encourage
them, we largely increase the cost of their
equipment and their cost of living. We
do everything possible to prevent those
men from attempting to find new mines
for us. To encourage the prospector is
better for everyone. It iz better for the
man himself to open up new ** shows,” as
he can sell them at good prices; and it is
better for the much-despised capitalists,
because they have opportunities of buying.
Now, the whole fault I have to find with
the new rates and with everything con-
nected with our railway administration, is
that the Government have been trying to
paint the position of this country in as
black a shade as possible—have been
trying to show the outside world that our
raillwaysare not paying. Theex-Minister
for Railways (Hon. W. Kingsmili) told
the House yesterday what will be the
result this year. Every occupant of the
Treasury bench knows full well that we
shall have to go to London for a loan
before we are many monthe older ; and I
would ask, is this the way to getaloan on
the best possible terma—to stand up bere
and try to show how little our railway
assets are worth to this country ?
Tae CoLORIAL SECBETARY:
your statement incorrect ?

M. THOMAS: To try to depreciate
our assets to the utmost?

Tre CoLoNTAL SECRETARY: 1 tried to
make a fair statement.

Me. THOMAS: I stated just now that
in my opinion at least the railways were
charged during this year with more than
they should be called on to bear; and I
say, if the overcharge had not heen made,
our railways would show better results
than the ex-Minister told us of yesterday.
In other States, Governments have
attempted to open up new country by

Is not
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means of railways, and to facilitate traffic
and settlement. In this country, nothing
of the sort has been done—[GoveRNMENT
Memsers: Oh, Oh!]—as far as rates are
concerned. The Government wait to see
how much they can put on so as to tax
the mines, and of course the mines only.
We have repeated instances, small in
comparison with our goods, of the short-
sightedness of the policy in regard to
passenger rates where, instead of trying
to encourage travelling by a low rate,
they have put on a high rate and stopped
a big amount of travelling that would
otherwise have taken place. I have heard
of railways being started in other
countries in order to promote settlement,
and where people in houses have been pro-
vided with free passes for twelve months
or two years. [MemBer: Where is
that?] Railways in the neighbourhood
of London. And this was done in order
to create and encourage traffic. But in
this State, if a railway shows a slight
inclination to go off in its receipts, we
immediately increase the rates instead
of decreasing, and we do not lower the
rates for the purpose of inducing more
passengers to travel,

Tae CoLoNIAL SECRETARY: Still, we
have got about the lowest rates in Aus-
tralia.

Me. THOMAS: 1 will refer the late
Commissioner of Railways to an inter-
jection made by u former Comnmissioner
of Railways (Hon. F. Piesse); that is:
“ Look at the low cost of econstruction in
this State.” The rates prevailing in the
other States have nothing to do with
us; the rates in force in this State have
everything to do with us; and I say that
in order to encourage increase in traffic
for both passengers and goods, it is
our duty to reduce the rates to the
utmost possible limit. It is our duty,
in order to increase production, to ren.
der the cost of production lower. That
can be done, and big quantities of
ore lying idle to-day can be made available
for treatment at a profit, if we do not
continue this suicidal policy. In regard
to the second point raised in the amend-
ment, I must say I entirely disagree with
it. I was returned pledged to the placing
of our railways under non-political con-
trol.

Me. Mogran: That is just what this
appointment does not do.
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Me. THOMAS: Iam referring to the
statement made by the leader of the
Opposition, when he argued that he was
not in favour of placing our railways
under non-political control. I am wore
in favour of that to-day than I ever was.
The member for West Perth interjects
that this appointment will not bave that
effect, and I agree with him; but the
attempt made by the Government is a
half sort of a measure, neither fish, fesh,
fowl, nor good red-herring.

Mr. Momaw: It is a bit of a red.
herring, for druwing us off the track.

Me, THOMAS: With regard to the
appointment of Mr. George to the position
of Commissioner, I would like fo say that
even if Mr. George were the best railway
expert in the world, and if every membher
of this House were agreed that he was
the best possible man for the position we
could ind by advertising throughout the
world during six months, then I say the
Government were flying in the face of the
people when they took the action they did
in regard tothe appointinent of Mr. George.
They bave stuted m the Governor’s Speech,
that to fill the vacancy caused by the
retivement of Mr. John Davies it was
necesgary to make an appointment, and
that Ministers have availed themselves of
the opportunity to appeint Mr. W. J.
George. We have had acting-Ministers
and acting officers in this country for over
twelve months, from acting.Premier
down to acting-Traffic Manager; and I
think we could have gone on for twenty
days more with an acting-General Mana-
ger of Railways and an acting-Traffic
Manager. The Government could then
have come to this House with regard to
the appointment of Commissioners. and
with regard to the intended appointment
of Mr, George as Chief Commissioner.

Mgz, Jacory : It would not have been
carried.

Me. THOMAS : The least the Govern-

ment might bave done was to put »
provision in the agreement that it must
receive the sanction of Parliament.

Mz. JacoBy: Where is the agreement ?

Me. THOMAS: We shall have it on
the table of the House to-morrow, I
suppose. Some members have said that
if the Government had taken this action,
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sensical conld be uttered, for they conld
have brought the matter before the House,
and said they wanted to appoint Mr.
Georyge ns Commissioner, believing him
to be the best man, and asking the opinion
of Parliament on it. They might have
said they had pledged themselves to the
appointment of Mr. George; but that,
respecting the feelings of the people and
the feelings of their representatives in
Parliament, they had decided to give
Parliament an opportunity of expressing
its opinion, and if Parliament did.not
agree with what the Government pro-
posed to do, then the Government could
vot appoint Mr. George, and they would
take the decision of Parliament as tanta-
mount to a vote of no-confidence. The
Governmment might have come before this
Houge——

Tur Premier: Is there any instance
in the British dominions where the
guestion of the qualifications of a person
to be appointed to an important office bas
ever been settled in Parliament ?

Mr. THOMAS: The whole appoint-
ment was a change of system, and, as
the member for North Fremantle (Mr.
Doberty) interjeets, the whole system
wag wrong. As regards this appoint-
ment, I claimn therefore that before making
an appointment of this kind for five
years, the Government ought to have
come to us and asked our opinion regard.
ing the matter, as to whether we would
agree that our railways should be placed
under the management of Commissioners,
and whether we would agree to the
appointment of a man out of our midst,
from among members of Parliament on
either side of the House, to fill the
position of Chief Commissioner. That
18 liable to abuse, to say the least of it,
and it creates temptation. If a motion
is tabled shortly—and if it is not, I am
prepared to table it myself—affirming
the principle that no member of Parlia-
ment should be allowed to be appointed
to a public position, whilst he is a member
and during six months after, unless with
the consent of Parliament, I would
willingly support that motion ; andif it is
not moved, I will myself test the feel-
ing of the House on the question, In
regard to Mr. George as u man, I should

| not have referred to this point at all, but

they would have been accused of shirking , should have confined myself to the general
their responsibility. Nothing more non- | privciple, if the late Commissioner of
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Railways (Hon. W. Kingsmill) bad not
talked about Mr. George as a man.

Tae CovoNian SecreTary : That was
introduced by the leader of the Opposi-
tion in his speech.

Me. THOMAS: Two wrongs do not
make a right. I remember that during
the last no-confidence debate in this
House the then Commissioner of Rail-
ways {Mr. Holmes) made a most virulent
attack upon Mr. George, and we then
had every Minister now sitting on those
benches practically indoreing the words
of Mr. Holmes in regard to Mr. George.
‘We had him practically accused in this
House of being nothing wmore nor less
than a thief. We had the whole matter
dragged up concerning the low rate for
carrying contractors’ plant on the rail-
ways, and about Mr. George carrying
certain machinery as scrap-iron. In this
connection I would suggest to the Trea-
surer that, in order to dispose of those
obsolete articles he has in store, it may
be advisable, before Mr. George finally
severs his connection with his late busi-
ness, that these articles in store should be
advertised for sale as contractors’ plant
or ag scrap-iron.

Tre TREASURER: (GHve us something
worthy of the subject.

Mgr. THOMAS: I have not the least
desire to make any personal reflection on
Mr. George.

TeR CoLoNIAL SECRETARY : After you
have done it.

Mr. THOMAS: If the House places
any such construction on the words I
used, I must say I had no intention of
conveying that meaning, and I withdraw
the words, and apologise for having used
them. Nothing was farther from my
thought than to cast any personal slur on
the character of Mr. (George. I should
liked to have seen, in regard to this
matter, advertisements issued stating that
we wanted to have a'new General Man-
ager of Railways, and calling for appli-
cations for the position at a much bigger
palary than we are allowing Mr. George
to-day; and let us have an opportunity
of receiving applications, if we could get
them, from railway men in different parts of
the world who are thoroughly acquainted
with the management and the running
of railways. I do not believe in taking a
man from.this House lo manage the rail-
ways. 1 think the principle is a bad one,
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and should be absolutely disallowed. I
am surprised that the Government should
have seen fit to appoint Mr. George, after
the things which Ministers thewselves
had thought fit to say about him in this
House, I have staled that I meant no
slur on Mr. George, and I repeat it. He
is a peraonal friend of mine, for whom I
have the highest respect; but the House
knows full well that there are members
sitting on the (Grovernment benches who,
in the last session, did not show by their
action that they regarded Mr. Gleorge
with reapect.

At 630, the SpeakEr left the Chair,
At 780, Chair resumed.

Me. THOMAS (continuing): I have
only & few conecluding remarks to make,
and if I had known it was so closs to the
hour of adjournment, I would bhave
brought them to & close then. T would
simply like to say this, in regard to the
freights on our railway, which the Gov-
ernment think it necessary to make pay,
that I for one would ask them what they
think the result would he if we had a
parallel line from Fremantle fo the gold-
tields in eompetition with them ; whether
we would not have every railway line in
the conntry running at a very much less
cost per train mile than at the present
time. T do not like the Government
policy in regard to the railways in this
country. I have given my full views
regarding the points raised by the leader
of the Opposition wheo he woved an
amendment to the Address-in-reply; but
looking at the subject from a broader
point of view even than that, I say we
have a policy given to us by the Govern-
ment regarding our railways which abso-
lutely can be summed up in the two
words: wait awhile. 1 bave expressed
my opinion in this House before, that we
have big industries in this country which
we want to foster and develop to the
utmost extent possible. 'We have practi-
cally a third of the continent of Australia,
and we have a small population approxi-
muting 200,000 people. We ought, in a
big country like this, to be supporting a
tremendous population; but I claim that
we cannot get much more population in
Western  Australia unless we adopt a
go-ahead policy for the development of
the resources of this country. I would
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like to see the Government look at
matters of this kind more from a states-
manlike point of view. I would like
them to advocate a bigger policy of
railway extension for the opening up
of our mining and agricultural indus-
tries, and an increased expenditure in
any direction as long as the money is
going to be spent for development of the
resources and industries, and will pay
interest and sinking fund on the amount,
borrowed. I certainly claim, as I have
claimed before and will continue to claim
as long as T am allowed to remain in this
Housge, that the country is warranted in
borrowing as much money as anyone will
allow it to have, provided that the money
ia going to be spent legitimately and that
‘the people lending it know it will be
expended on works which will give not
only interest and sinking fund but a
bandsome profit in addition. Railways
are wanted badly throughout the length
and breadth of this State. I have
said nothing about a scheme which I
myself am much in favour of. That will
come before the House in gooed time, but
I say thal railways are badly wanted as
far as our mining is concerned in this
country. We want a railway to open up
the EKimberley district, & district which
did well in the old times but does not do
so now, because people come down here
where there is a greater chance of making
money quickly, coming to the place
which happens to be the fashion. A
railway is, I say, wanted to open up the
Kimberley district, where there is plenty
of gold. We want a railway to open up
the district represented by the member
for Pilbarra {(Hon. W. Kingsmill); we
want a railway through there, we want
one on to Peak Hill, we want one con-
necting the Cue railway with Lawlers,
also one from Malcolm through Mount
Morgans and Laverton to Burtville, and
we wani our own system to be extended
from Leonora up to Lawlers to join the
other. We also want a railway to our
natural port, Esperance Bay. [Ah!
General laughter, some applause.]

Me. Ewina : Don't forget the Collie-
Goldfields line. (Laughter.)

Mgr. THOMAS: I am sorry if I
omitted to mention the Collie railway. I
am simply dealing with railways in con-
nection with the mining industry. I
know we want railways to open up the
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agricultural districts. I will not be con:
tent to sit in this House and give my
vote for a policy of stagmation, because I
can call it nothing else. If this country
were boldly to ask the outside public for
a big loan of money to carry out the
whole of the works of this sort, I do not
think for a moment there would be any
difficulty in getting it, becanse the people
would see then we are a small community
anxious to develop the great country
Placed in our charge and given to us to
account for. They would see that we are
anxious to develop the resources of this
country and do the best we can to
increase the population of the State. 1
am certain that for reproductive works of
that sort we would have no difficulty in
getting any money we liked to ask for.
The Government said at the beginning of
last session that they did not intend to
borrow any money; that they did not
intend to go in for any public works, It
appears again thal they do not intend to
go in for public works; and as long as
they remain in power we shall be told the
same, that we do not want to develop the
country and put money into it. T think
thai the policy which bhas been carried
out is fatal to the progress of this
country, that the Government have made
a big blunder in the increase of the rail-
way rates, and that they have also made

@ great blunder in the appointment of

My. George without coming to the House
and asking their opinion ; and, laking all
these things into consideration, I feel
compelled to give my vote in favour of
the amendment. T notice that the leader
of the Labour party, the member for
Kanowna (Mr. Hastie), has gone as
far as he could in his criticism of
the Government. At the same time
he practically says to them, “ As you
have appealed to us for mercy, we
will give it to you this time, but don’t
do it again.” The member for West
Perth (Mr. Moran) in his speech referred
to the fact that one of his opponents was
pledged to the Labour platform, and that
one of his opponents stated then that if
he were returned to this House he would
be compelled to vote for a no-confidence
motion on aceount of that appointment.
As that hon. member stated that some
of the Labour members were on that man’s
platform, I think we have a right fo
claim that those Labour men whose prin-
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ciple in politics is, I take it, “the
government of the people by the people,
for the people,” should vote for the
amendment. Those on this side of the
House who have been acvused all
along of being a retrograde party,
of being a party who do not want
to see any progress, a party which
could never be brought to intreduce
any democratic legislation, have usked
to have the wishes of the people carried
out. We have blamed the Govern-
ment for not giving the representatives
of the people a chance to have their
proper say. We have found fault with
them and condemned them for the action
taken, and we find members of this
House, whose one plank is, as I have
said, government for the people by the
people, prepared to vote with the Govern-
ment who have flouted that opinion! I
would like to say justthis again, I have
spoken many times in this House, and I
have always tried to refrain from any
personalities or from casting slurs upon
anyone. I would not have said anything
on this point, except that I still think
there may be one or two who are under
a misapprebension with regard to that
matter. I simply said what I did in a
purely joking way, and I ask the House
to believe it. I intend to support the
amendment.

Me. Moraw: He is like a Scotehman:
he jokes without humour.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS AND
RAILWAYS (Hon. C. H. Rason): [
think the Premier must have had mingled
feelings when he listened to the opening
remarks of his good friend the leader of
the Opposition {Mr. Nanson), who began
by praising the Premier; for we very soon
found thet he came not only to praise
but to bury him. . T must confess that to
my mind the remarks of the leader of the
Opposition were in style worthy of a
funeral oration, and that in point of
accuracy they were as correct as most
epitaphs.

Mgr. DouErTY :
presently.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
the leader of the Opposition reminded
the Premier that the only necessity, in
order to secure stable government, was
to frame a policy which would meet with
the approval of members of the Opposi-
tion. Well, that is a somewhat extra-

You will find a coffin,
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ordinary statement to come even from the
present leader of the Opposition. It
nothing else be necessary to secure stable
government but to frame a policy which
will suit the present members of the
Oppeosition, what about tbe country? Is
the country to bhave no voice in the
matter ?

Mr. Jacosy: You try a dissolution,
and you will see something,

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member speaks of a dissolution and
an appeal to the country. I can assure
him that none is more anxious than is
every member on this side of the House
that the country should give its verdict
a8 soon as posmble; and that verdict will
probably be lezs welcome to the member
for the Swan than to any other member
of the House. But we are to accept a
policy which is suitable to members of
the Opposition! What might that policy
be? Is it the policy of the Jeader of the
Opposition — that kaleidoscopic policy
which seems to change according to the
hon. member's situation? s it the policy
he enunciates when on the goldfields, that
which he enunciates when at Northam,
or that which he enunciates when in
Perth ? 1Is it the policy of last week, or
of this week, or the policy we may have
in the week to come?

Mg. DorerTY: It is that of the time
to come.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: Is
it, for instance, the policy of the Esper-
ance railway ?

Memser : If not, it ought to be.

Tug MINISTER FOR WORKS: Arve
the members of the Opposition of the
same mind as their leader on that point ?

Mr. Moran: Now listen to this, you
goldfields men.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
wish simply to know if T canaacertain what
is the policy recommended to the Premier
ag being so well worthy his attention,

and which is absolutely necessary if he

iz to secure stable government. But the
leader of the Opposition went farther.
He said my chief had missed the oppor-
tunity of bis life; that, if he had
selected the proper Jonahs and cast
overboard some persons other than the
one whomr I regret to say he selected,
he could bave secured from the Opposi-
tion side of the the House two mem-
bers who would have been sufficient
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to give to his Government every element
of stability. Now, we can well imagine
who those two members would have been.
Of course the leader of the Opposition
would have been one, and I presume his
henchman, the member for the Swan—
[Mr. Jacony: Hear, hear]—would have
been the other. Then we should have
had, if you please, a. stable Government !
And there is this peculiarity which strikes
one at once. The railway rates had heen
increased; Mr. (George had been ap-
pointed ; but still, if members from that
side of the House had been taken into
the Ministry, there would have heen
none of this bother; there would have
been po trouble, no high primnciples ut
stake, Then all would have been well, but
for the fatal mistake of the Premier in
exercising his own choice—the choice he
undoubtedly had, and perbaps a choice
which the country will vindicate,

Me. F. Connor: Then you would bave
been again in Opposition.

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS: At
all events, I feel assured no one on the
Government side of the House has any-
thing to fear from the verdict of the
country. [Mgr. Douerry: Test it.] We
are anxious to do so. 'The leader of the
Opposition made some reference to myself
—a reference which I should feel in-
clined to pass umnoticed, but perhaps I
am bound to refer to it. Aud I refer to
it only in these terms: the hon. member
ia essentially » dreamer of dreams, He
dreams all sorts of dreams connected with
politics and with other things not so
madterial. Upon those dreams he builds
his theories, from those theories he ad-
duces arguments, and from those argu-
ments he states in this House whal he ia
pleased to call facta.

Mg. Douerry : That is logic!

Mz. JacoByr: No; he has the logic
upside down.

.Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
must confess I seldom or never hear the
leader of the Opposition state facts in
this House; but I do envy the hon.
member his wonderful powers of imagin.
ation,

Mk. Connor: It depends on the bench
Fyou occupy.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Coming to the attack made on the
Government, the leader of the Opposi-
tion baged it upon faulty administration,

[24 Juty, 1902.]

Fourth day, Amendment. 199

and he divided that fault onder two
heads : first the rauising of rates, and
second the appointment of Mr. George
as Commissioner of Railways—the rais.
ing of the rates and the appointment of
Mr. George as Commissioner of Rail-
ways—not the appointment of a Commis.
sioner. I carefully noted what the hon,
member said at the time; and he said,
with all due deliberation, the fault was
the appointment of Mr. George as Com-
missioner of Railways.

Mz. Coxrvor: No. That is not fair.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORES: I
assure the House I am speaking what is
absolutely the fact. I am borne out by
the reports, even that in the mewspaper
of which the leader of the Opposition is
not at the preseat time a leading journ-
alist, of which he i1s not the editor, of
which he is only the business manager;
though T am compelled to say, in regard
to that paper, that if he had been a lead-
ing journalist, if he bhad been the editor,
if he had been the sole proprietor, no
paper could have been more faithful to
the immediate interests of the leader of
the Opposition than is that paper to-day.
But even in that, paper the hon, member
is reported to have said what I bave
already stated. In support of his
arguments the hon. member quoted
figures giving the results of the work-
ing of the railways for some years
past. 1 do the hon. member the
Justice to say those figures were per-
fectly correct till he came down to the
year 1902, and then, unintentionally no
doubt, he made an error. But with
regard to the raising of the rates, the
hon. member said it was very singular
that the change in the rates was made at
a time when the railways were earning
more in proportion to the mileage than
in any previous year. * Seeing that the
railways were doing. so well,” ete.

Mx. DomErtY :—Are you refreshing
your memory by reading from a news-
paper ?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not ask the hon. member to stretch
bis generosity too far; but I do not
think I shall unduly intrude on the
privileges of the House. Now with
regard to the railways doing so well in
the year to which the hon. member
referred, I think we might be, and ought
to be, guided by those who are imme-
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diately responsible for the management
of the railways, rather tban by the leader
of the Opposition. And this shows how
well the railways were doimg in the
period to which the hon. member referred.
The report of the Railway Department
for the year ending 30th June, 1901,
states :—

The relation of working expenses to gross
earnings during the past year showed a per-
centage of 77-19 as compared with 6840 and
7091 during the two preceding years respec-
tively. This increase of 879 is 50 serions that
I am disposed to go fully into the cause. In
genoral terms, it may be said that it has
resulted from expenditure on an enhanced
basis, unaccompanied by any corresponding
enhancement in the basis from which revenue
is derived from the operations of the depart-
ment. The items of incrensed expenditure
consisted principally of increased wages paid
to engine-drivers, firemen, and cleaners, under
the new regnlations, the excessively expensive
conditions of working the Fremantle loco-
motive ahops, excesgively heavy expenditure on
locomotive repairs due to bad water, and very
heavy work entailed on locomotives and
rolling-stock generally owing to the shortage
of haulage power and wagons as compared
with the demand, and expenses in unloading
station-to-station trafic in order to enable
trucks to be again used after ordinary time
ellowed to consignees had lapsed.

Me. Moran: The old story which I
have been telling the House for years.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
old story which, as the hon. member says,
he bas dinned into this House year in
and year ount, and to which this House
has turned a deaf ear every time; the old
story which, had it been lstened o in
the past, would have resulted in the
railways of this State being in a much
better condition than they are. The
report goes on to say :—

Theiefore, if a percentage is desired by the
Government less than that which is shown as
the result of the past year's working, I can
see only one way of reaching it, namely by
increasing the basis of revenue to such extent
as will decrease the percenfage of working
expenses in proportion to revenue which is
desirable. Or in other words, to so alter fares
and freights as to bring in an additional
£296,000 during the year.

The report goes on to say: —

If I may be allowed tu express an opinion
on the subject, it appears to me that the
almost chronic shortage of rolling-stock has
arisen from the construction of extensions of
the railway system without correspondingly
providing for working them. It has been the

practice for new lines to bo handed over to this

department to work, but at the same time they
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have been bare of all means of transport, and
it has always taken a considerable period to
obtain the necessary authorisations for cost,
to send on indents, and obtain the practical
execution thereof in the shape of relling-stock
ready on rails for use; and as these new lines
have had necessarily to be worked in the mean-
time, there has paturally been recourse to
the rolling-stock on the previously existing
lines to do the work with, )
Again, in this period of 1901 to which I
have referred—perhaps I may hark back
w woment and say it was somewhat un-
generous for the leader of the Opposition
to refer to what occarred in 1901 as an
illustration of the bad management of
the present Government, when he musé
have remembered full well that the mounth
of June 1901 had begun before even the
Leake Government assumed the reins of
office; and therefore, for whatever hap-
pened in the railway financial year end-
ing the 30th June, 1901, the Leake
Government could hardly be held respon-
gible, The blawme, if it attaches to anyone
for the state of affairs whichis illustrated
here, does not attach ¢ither to the present
Government or the one which immediately
preceded it, but rather, if blame does
attach to anyone, to the Governments
which existed prior to that,

Mg. Domkrry: Which Governments
you supported.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
‘Which Governments 1 supported, and for
whose actions I must fake my share of
blame. The report goes on to disclose
this remarkable state of affairs :

A steck-taking of rolling-stock which has

been completed during the current year
ravealed a deficiency of 101 wagons, esti-
mated fo represent a value of £18,620.
A deficiency of 101 wagons—there is a
nice stafe of affairs! And pnow I will give
some of the facts which have gone to
make up the increased expenditure for
the financial year ended Juoe, 1902, for
which some members wish to hold the
present Government responsible :

It has been decided by you to write this
sum off the capital debited from sources other
than Loan.

Tt was not written off in 1901, but in the
accounts for the financial year ended
Juoe, 1902, there is, in one act, 8 sum of
£18,620 written off in June for the
modest deficiency of 101 wagons revealed
| in the previous stock-taking.

Mr. Moran: What has become of
| the wagons ?
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Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
They bave gone. They have not been
found te this day. [ honestly believe
some of them bave gone to nssist in
building the Fremantle Harbour Works :

The question of locomotives sold at less

than their original cost has also been gone
into, and has shown that nine locomotives, of
an original cost of £17,181, had been written
off or disposed of at various times for a total
snm of £5826. The deficiency, £11,355, is to
be treated similarly to the cost of the missing
wagons above referred to.
So here is £11,355, if you please, to be
added to the expenditure for the year
ended in 1902, for which some members
would blame the present Government :

The Chief Mechanical Engineer has also
reported that 1,399 old or crippled wagons
require re-building, or special repairs beyond
ordinary maintenance, to a fotal value of
£56,280 in order to bring them up to the
standard of the latest types.

Me. Moraw: That applies to every
year since we have had railways.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has the railway reports at
his disposal, and if he can refer me fo a
state of circumstances equal to this, I
shall be surprised. I am dealing with
the abnormal expenditure for the year
ended in 1902, and am endeavouring to
show how some of it is sccounted for.

Mer. TrnrivaeworTH: Provided for in
Supplementary Estimates,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
report goes on to say:

Half the amount in question, i.e. £28140,

has therefore been provided for in the current
year's estimates,
There, at all events, is the first time any
provision has been made for replacing
the locomotives that have been worn out
or that are becoming obsolete.

[Mr. Moraw interjected a remark.]

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1
will remind the hon. member that when
he was addressing the House I did not
interrupt him, and I think he should not
interrupt me.

[ME. Moraw interjected a remark.]

Tre MINISTER FOR WORES: It
will be new to members of thia House
when the hon. member cecases to make
himself abjectionable. These items go a
long way to account for some of the
increased expenditure which has been
referred to. I should like also to refer
hon. wembers to the Chief Mechanical

[24 Juwy, 19023

Fourth day, Amendment. 201

Engineer’s report for 1501, the first
paragraph of which says:

The voundition of locomotives, carriages,

WAgONS, VAN, cranes, machinery, and general
plant iz most uneatisfactory.
This was the condition of the plant when
the Leake Guvernment took office and
accepted the responsibility of adminis-
tering the railways. The leader of the
Opposition went on to say he hoped that
when the explanation was given it would
not appear, a8 it did appear at present,
that in order to support the policy
of increasing the railway rates, *“an
endeavour had been made to blucken
the financial character of our rail-
ways, the greatest asset the country
possessed, and the greatest security for
our indebtedness.”” Here I may be
permitted to say that one can appreciate
in & dehate of this kind the honest, manly
ntterapces such as 1 have pleasure in
referring to as having emanated from the
member for West Perth (Mr. Moran).
There was no insinuation in what he said,
but what be did say was straight out. I
canpot sympathise with a gentleman who
says he has no wish to insinuate any-
thing, and prownptly insinuates it by
saying somebody else said it. Would it
not be better for the hon. member to say
straight out that he thinks so, rather
than say he has no wish to inginnate, but
that somebody else said so and so? It
seems to have been something awful,
something iniquitous in the extreme for
the Government of the day to have made
any addition to the expenditure. But I
should like to call the hon. gentleman's
attention to what happened in 1897. The
avernge monthly expenditure for the rail-
ways 1n that yeur was ounly £39,519, and
I draw the attention of hon, members to
this. But the expenditure for June in
that year was £142,949.

Mr. Moran: What caused
expenditure ?

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
same causes a8 bo-day, I presume. But
the difference is that whereas it was right
und proper then, it is now iniquitous in
the extreme. That is the only difference.
I have pointed out that although there
has been an abnormal increase of
expenditure in 1902 undoubtedly, and
have pointed out that it was an heirloom
from 1901, for which neither the present
nor the preceding Government were

that
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responsible, now I may point out that
in 1897 there was an increase in the
month of June over the average monthly
expenditure amounting to £103,430; an
increase of expenditure about three times
the ordinary expenditure. That, at all
events, is far worse than the state of
affairs existing in 1902 ; and I can assure
the House there has been this kind of
difference in regard to every year.

Mr. Nawson: Can you quote the
figures for June in the other vears?

Tez MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
can do it if it will gratify the hon.
member.

Mgr. Nanson:
figures ?

Mgr. Daagrisg: Give him the returns,
and let the hon. member read them for
himself.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have them here, and shall have pleasure
in handing them to the hon. member.
In his speech he went on to say that
if it had taken several years for the
rolling-stock teo get into disrepair—I
believe this is a revised report, for he said
it had taken seven years—then equally
geveral years should beallowed in bringing
up the rolling-stock to the proper con-
dition.

Mz. Nanson : What revised report ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
report appearing in the West Australian
on the wmorning following the speech
delivered in this House.

M=e. Nawson: Is the hon. member in
order in stating that a member of this
House revises the report of his speeches
before publication? If the report is
revised before publication, it must be
revised by the person who makes the
speech,

TaE SPEAKER: 1 do not think it is a
question of order.

Tz MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Howerver, it 13 immaterial whether it has
been revised or not. The hon. member
will admit that he made use of some such
words.

Me. MoraN : But do not misrepresent
what he said.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
hon. member is here to speak for himself.

Mr. Moran: You should not mis-state
what the hon. member said.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am quoting —

Will you read the
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Mz, Naxsow : I riseto a point of order.
Ts the hon. member in order in quoting
from a mewspaper report of what took
place in this House the other day ?

Tue SreakeR : Certainly not.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Then I bave notes in front of me to which
I have referred for the purpose of
refreshing my memory, and if my
memory serves me correctly, the hon.
member made use of the words which
I have just attributed to him. If the
bon. member is inclined to say be did
not make use of those words, I shall of
course be compelled to believe him.

Mr. Nansow : Repeat the words again,
will you? I did mnot catch them.
(General laughter.)

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member wishes me to be abso-
lutely correct, T regret that again I shall
have to refresh my memory. (Laughter.)

Mg. Nawson: Will you hand me over
the printed report? (Laughter.)

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
When I have finished with these notes, I
ghall be happy to hand them over to the
tender care of the hon. member who
leads the Opposition. If my memory
serves me correctly, the hon. member said
that as it had taken us seven years to get
this rolling-stock into the bad state of
repair in which it was, then it should take
equally seven years to bring it back to a
good state of repair.

Mr. Nangow: I deny that. I rise
to a point of order. The hon. gentleman
is misquoting me. He takes my words
absolutely from their context. If he
quotes a portion, he should not stop at
that portion, but go on in order to abtain
the fall sense of what I said.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member has accused me of deliber-
ately misquoting. Have I your per-
mission, Mr. Speaker, to hand him the
report in the Weast Australian of what he
said ; and if then the hon. member will
say I have misquoted, of course T shall
be bound to believe him.

Me. Moran: I will lift it across.

Tee.MINISTER FOR WOQORKS: I
should like other members of the House
to compare that report with what I have
said.

[Me. Moray walked to the Ministerial
bench, procured the report, and handed
it to Mr. Nanson.]
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Mr. Nawsow [to the Minister for ! gentlemen who sit near him, and the

Works]: Are you going to wait until I
have perused this ¥

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
will wait.

Mgr. Nanson: You might go on to
another point. (Laughter.)

Me. Ta¥Lor: Euchred!

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Will
the hon. member, with the report in the
Wert Australian now before him, again
say I misquoted what be said ?

Mr. Nawson: If the hon, member will
exercise a little patience.

Mr. Moran: It has nothing to do
with the appointment of George.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. gentleman seems to have some

difficulty. :
Mr. Moraw: It iz not the West
Australian. There is no heading.

Mg, Nangon : I do not know whether
I am in order in intervening at this stage,
but I do not see any reason to object to
this report. It seems to me, seeing it for
the' first time, to be a fair report; but
what I objeat to is that the hon. gentlemaun
should only read one sentence nstead of,
as I said, reading the whole. I should
like to be entitled to read the whole.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
seem to object to my reading a portion,

Tur Sreakek: It would be entirely
out of order to read any portion.

Mg. Naxsow: I very much regret it.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
I take it the House will understand T did
not misquote the hon. member.

Mgr. Jacoev: You did not quote
enough,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am satisfied my memory did serve me
correctly when I stuted the hon. member
had said that as it took several years to get
the rolling-stock into a bad state of order,
it should also take several years to get it
back into a good state of repair; or
words to that effect.

Mz. Navsoyw: That is half the truth,
and now go on und give the whole truth.

Memser: Nothing but the truth.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the bon. member will exercise a little
patience, which he requested we to do, I
will endeavour to satisfy him cven on
that point. The hon. member enunci-
ated that policy, but was reminded by
looks of consternation, I presums, by the

laughter, I am reminded, which went up
on all sides of the House, that he had
made a mistake, The hon. merber
wishes me to continue to exercise my
memory as to what he said, and I will
endeavour to oblige him. Having seen
that he had made a mistake, he attempted
to remove the bad impression which that
statement had crested, I think it was
the Premier who reminded him that the
traffic must be attended to, or he inter-
jected, * What is to happen to the traffic P’
And the leader of the Opposition said
that, of course, the traffic must be
attended to, but that what he meant was
the expenditure necessary to bring that
rolling-stock Dback into repair should
have been extended over a period of
several years. Now I think I am doing
the hon. member justice; and he said
that the expenditure, after all, was
merely a “matter of book-keeping, and it
could be eagily adjusted. If that means
anytbing, il means that the hon. member,
if he were Minister for Railways, would
feel it his duty, if rolling-stock got into a
bad state of repair in seven years, to take
seven years to put it right; but if he hap-
pened to hold the portfolio of Treasurer ke
would, 1 presume, by manipulating—if
I may be allowed to use that word—
by manipulating the accounts or adjust-
ing them, wrap up the expenditure; not
debiting the expenditure of one year, as
ought to be the case, to that year, but by
some miraculous book-keeping entry not
show it, but carry it over to other years,
until he, in the exercise of his wisdom,
did show it. I do not kmow how the
hon. member would meet the require-
ments of the Audit Act, but no doubt
with ingenuity he would devise some
means of satisfying even the Audit De-
partment.

Mr. DorERTY : You have not satisfied
them very much.

Tas MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member said there was no necessity
for raising the railway rates, but that on
the contrary they ought to be comsider-
ably reduced; that if he had his way he
would reduce the rates on the goldfields
line because that line showed a profit on
its working ; that the other lines showed
a loss, and that it was manifestly unfair
the goldfields line should show a profit.

Me. Nansox : Not unfair.
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Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Well, that it was oot politically proper
that the goldfields line should show a
profit and the other lines show a loss,
and therefore he would reduce the rates.
May I ask the hon. mewber if he would
reduce the rates on the goldfields lines
only, or would he make a general reduc-
tion ?  If so, I would remind him that
he would increase the loss on the other
lines and decrease the profits on the
goldfields lines; and I presume he would
remedy that state of affairs by making
ap the loss out of the revenue which he
would not have. But we are fold that
the raillway raies of this State are alto-
gether outrageous now, since this increase
has been made ; that they are ruining the
agricultural industry, that they are
absolutely ruining the mining industry,
and that the poor, stroggling prospector
away out on the back blocks can hardly
exist now, owing to the increase which
has beeh made to these previously high
rates.

Me. TayLOR:
Ppressure.

Tar MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
would first ask that the hon. member
should compare the rates now existing on
the Weat Australian railways with the
rates which exist to-day in other mining
States. I presume Queensland and Vie-
toria can be taken as fairly representative
mining States.

Mg. Moraw: There is the capital cost
of the lines as well.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORES: 1
will come to that directly. At this
moment I intend to compare the rates.
I{ we take Class A, the rate to-day in
Waesteru Australia, over a distance of 400
miles, is 358, per ton; in Queensland,
34s. 7d.; in Victoria, 37s. 10d. The rate

They are feeling the

in Ciass B in Western Australia to.day’
is 46s. 8d.; Queensland, 51s. 4d.; Vie--

torta, 65s. 1d. In Clasgs 1 it is in Western
Australia 103s. 4d.; Queensland, 109s.
2d. ; Victoria, 110s. In Class 2 in Western
Australia, 135s. 8d.; Queensland, 146s.
8d.; Victoria, 159s. 24. In Class 3 n
Western Aunstralia

Mz, Naxson: What about New South
Wales ? Will you give us the New South
‘Wales rates ?

Mz. Donerry: They do not suit.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS:
That is an unworthy suggestion. New
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South Wales suits equally well.
the figures here with regurd to New
South Wales, and I shall have pleasure
in placing them at the disposal of the
member for North Fremantle. It is only
in order to save the time of the House
that I quote Queensland and Victoria,
and also because I believe them to be
the most representative mining States.
Coming to Class 3, as the last of the
classes I guote—if I went farther the
thing would be worse—in Western Aus-
tralia the rate to-day is 167s. 11d.
Queensland 208s. 5d., Victoria 220s. 104,

Mg. Nanson: In New South Wales?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
gh, New South Wales! The figures are

ere.

Mg. Nanson : Why not give them ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
I will give them to the hon. member.

Mgz, Nawrson: (ive them to the House,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
The figures are here at hiz disposal, and
will the hon. member accept my assur-
ance that there is no object in omitting
New South Wales? The question natur-
ally presents itself to anyone’s mind, if it
has been possible for Queensland and
Victoria to develop their industries,
including their mining industry, under
these rates, why should it be impossible
for Western Australia to do the same?
Why should less rates than are charged
in Queensland and Victoria be absolutely
iniguitous, and high rates in those two
States be perfectly right and proper ?

Me. Nawsow: They are Inlling their
industries in Viectoria. Victorians are
coming over to Western Australia.

Mr. Domerry: Queensland has a
deficit of half a million.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
We have been told the increase in rates
has had an injurious effect on the mining
industry and on the prospector, and that
it has increased the cost of living generally
on the fields. Let us analyse that state-
ment. Nearly all the necessaries of life
are included m the rates known ag Class
A, Class B, and Class 1. The increase
in rates in Class A amounts to 5s. 6d.
per ton, equal to about 3{d. a cwt.; the
increase in Class B is 9s. 2d. a ton, equal
to less than 6d. a cwt.; and the increase
in Clags 1 amounts to 18s. 2d. per ton, or
less than le. a hundredweight. Will
anyone aver that an increase ranging from

T have
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314. to 1s. a hundredweight will make
any appreciable difference in the cost of
living ?

Me. Moraw: It all helps.

MinisTERIAT MEMBER : Oh, oh!

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
How is the retailer who has to pay that
increased rate of 3};d. a hundredweight
to apportion that 31d. in respect of a
hundredweight of sugar retailed by the
pound ?

Mz. Moraw : He could put on a penny
a pound.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Nonsense ! It is not sufficient for hon.
members to say the cost of living has
been increased unless they quote examples.
I think we might teke this as a guide:
can any goldfields member point to
single boarding-house on the fields which
has increased its rate for board since the
railway rates were increased ?

Mgr. Coxwor: That is not the fault of
the Government.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Is it or is it not a fact ? Tf the increase
of these rates has increased the cost of
the necessaries of life, surely those who
supply the necessaries of life must have
increased their scale of charges? Surely
there is a test; and I agk the goldfields
wembers whether they can reply in the
affirmative to that question.

M=z. IncinoworTH: Drinks are still
1s. on the fields.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
How do you know? The member for
the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse), who for
many years controlled the railways of
this State—who worked very bard asa
Minister of the Crown, endeavouring
religiously to do his best for the ruilways,
and I believe for the State generally—
laid down lasht evening as a principle
that whoever was Minister for Railways
should back up the opinions expressed by
bis responsible officers; and he blamed
the ex-Minister for Railways (Hon. W.
Kingsnill) for not backing up the opinion
of his officers during bis railway ad-
ministration. I have read to the House
the opinton of the railway officersin 1901,
that if the rallways were to be made
to pay, the rates must be increased. The
ex-Minister for Railways did, therefore,
what a previous Minister says it was his
bounden duty to do—he followed the
advice of his responsible officers,
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Me. Moraw: Without the consent of
Parliament.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
increased the rates. The consent of
Purliament was not necessary.

Mg. Moraxn: It will be, in future.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
hope ss, Neither had it been obtained
previously. Earlier in this debate some-
one interjected that * history repeats
itself.” Tt does. I wish to quote from
a speech of the previous Commissioner of
Railways (Hon. F. H. Piesse) in 1900.
Referring to the guestion of rates, he
said (—

We kept that promiee by introducing a new
rate-book on the lst July, 1896,

That was reducing the previously existing
rates on the goldfields line to the same
rates as were charged on all other lines.
He goes on:—

These rates were reduced ; and we found in
the following year the average per ton of
goods handled, including live stock, came
down to 1ls. In 1898 the average per ton
wae 98. 4d.; and we found, too, that the per-
centage of working expenses to revenue had
gone up from 49-79 in 1896 to 7711, simply

ecause we were carrying our goods at too low
a rate. We had to look round for the reason
why there was such a difference between the
revenue per ton of geods handled and the per-
centage of working expenses ; and we came to
the conclusion that the rates needed revising,
with the result that the new rate-book was
issued, coming in later on, and increasing the
rates by about 14 per cent. all round. Not on
all goods were the rates increased, but the
actual gross increase amounted to about 14
per cent. We saw the result of that very
shortly afterwards; for in 1899 we found that
the a.vem%f rate per ton of goods handled,
including live stock, was 10s. 2., and there
was a reduction of percentage of working
expenses to 7091; so that the change began
to tell at once. Although there was such a
clamonr at the time, it was absolutely necessary
that such a revieion should take place; bhut
when it bad taken place the tables began to
turn again, and we went on the apward grade.
The increase went on steadily, and in 1900 we
found the average revenus per ton of goods
handled rose to 1lls. 6d., with a reduction of
percentage of working expenses to revenue to
6840. Members would agree with him that
the course the Government adopted at the
time was the right line to pursue. Had we not
faced the difficulty, and a great deal of abuse,
he might say, from people on the goldfields

' and other parts of the colony as to the change

made in regard to the rates, instead of makin
such an amount of profit this year as we h
done, the profits wounld have been much less;
in fact, there would probably have been a
084,
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Now it is strange indeed how * history
does repeat itself ”; for what the hon.
wember who was Commissioner of Rail-
ways in 1900 found it absolutely neces-
sary to do, and what he takes credit for
having done in spite of the abuse
levelled at him, the Commissioner of
Railways in 1902 found it equally neces-
sary to do, and he meets with the same
amount of abuse. Much has been made,
especially by the member for Dundas
(Mr. Thomas), of the increased charges
on plant and mining machinery sent to
the fields. Now the present rate for
machinery to Kalgoorlie in five-ton lots,
and I think members will admit there is
very little mining machinery which is not
carried in, at all events, five-ton lots, is
£3 8a. 5d. a ton. The old rate was £2
14s.8d. This iniquitous increase amounts
to 13s. 9d. & ton. Now is it seriously
argued that a difference of 13s. 9d. per
ton for hauling mining machinery a
distance of 387 miles makes all the
difference as to whether a mine can or
cannot conduct its transactions with
profit ?  Is it not almost absurd to urge
that such a difference is altogether
iniquitous, and a serious astempt on the
part of a vile,- and I am afraid it
has been suggested a corrupt, Govern-
ment

Me. Moran: No!

MEe. Taomas: Distinctly, no!

Ter MINISITER FOR WORKS: I
am glad to hear it. That is almost the
ouly accusation that has not been
levelled at the Government.

Mr. Moran: It would not be a very
nice accugation.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
I may be excused for departing from the
thread of my argument, I may say I am
afraid the bon. member who interjected
(Mr. Moran) has not followed the remarks
of his leader (Mr. Nanson) when on the
poldfields. If he had read what the
leader of the Opposition said in regard
to the Ministry——

MEg. Moran: I am referriug only to
what occurred in the House.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ah!
However, that is somewhat of an “aside,”
for which I shall be excused. Tt ishardly
pussible, with any degree of reason, to
argue that an increase of 13s. 94. will
make all the difference in the world to
the mining industry.
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Fourth day, Amendment.

Mgr. TrOMAR: It amounts to £40,000
a year to the producing mines.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: And
I think it can bardly be argued that the
rate per ton of £3 8s. 5d. for hauling
mining machinery a distance of 387 miles
can be regarded as an exorbitant or unfair
charge. Buot I will admit that it might,
for reasons of policy, be wise to carry
certain sorts of traffic at a loss. That
may be so; but is that loss to be directly
borne by the railways? The leader of
the Opposition referred, and rightly re-
ferred, to the rallways of this State as
being the greatest asset the country
possesses, and the greatest security for
our indebtedness. He urged us to do
nothing that would in any way detract
from the value of that security, Well, I
entirely agree with him. I hope nothing
will in any way be done to detract from
the value of that asset. But I shonld
like hon. members to imagine for a
moment how those who have lent money
to the State regard our railways, and how
they test the value of that asset. Is it
not tested in respect of its earning power?

Mze. Jacoy: No; by its maintenance,

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS
How?

Mgz. Jacosy: It is all right if it be
maintained —kept in good order.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS:
How do you test the value of any asset,
especially such an asset as a railway?
It is tested by what it can earn—by
whether it can be conducted at a profit.

Me. Jacosy: Not necessarily.

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS:
What is the value of an asset as a
security, if the possession of the asset
means a loss to the possessor ¥

Me. Jacory: Is the South-Western
Railway no asset because it costs £40,000
a year?

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
value of our railways is taken as a whole;
and that is how the man who lends us
money regards them. The value of our
railways as a security must be ganged by
their value as a whole, which entirely
depends on whether they are conducted
at a loss or at a profit.

M=z. Jacosy: There is only one earning
a profit now.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
railways of this State, taken as a whole,
at present represent thai they can earn
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interest, and an interest which makes
them a valuable asset. It has been urged
year after year, especially urged by a
former Premier (Sir John Forrest), by
whom it wag a boast that the railways of
this State were not only earping interest
on the capital cost, but earning sinki
fund and a profit in addition, and that
they were a glorious security to those who
had lent money to this State. Now are
we going to lessen the value of that
security by showiu% that our railways are
conducted at s loss? It might be advis-
able to carry some descripticuns of traffic
at a nonpaying rate; but surely it would
be o wise policy to directly compensate
the railways for the loss by giving to our
railways 2 direct vote, which could be
shown as part of their earnings because
they do earn it. If they have to carry
freight for political reasons, or for the
purpose of settling people in the country,
or for encouraging some struggling
industry, and in doing so have to carry
freights at a loss, surely they should be
compensated for that loss.

Mgz, THOMAS: (Give them a bonus.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Thut is what I say: give them 2 direct
vote.

" Me. Jacopy: That is our argument
exactly.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
it is the argument of the member for the
Swan, I am grateful to him, and at once
acknowledge the favour. My argument
is that if it is necessary that the railways
should carry some descriptions of traffic
at a loss, you should not for that purpose
allow it to go forth that the railways
cannot possibly earn interest on the
capital spent in their construction.

Me. Morax : The moneylender looks
to the state of a country as a whole, and
not to its railways only.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
regard to the earnings of these railways,
there is one other point to which I wish
to refer. The leader of the Opposition
said that in England no railway, even in
the best of times, ever paid more than 44
per cent.

Me. Nansor: T said in the best year.
I may explain to the hon. member that I
was quoting from Ackworth on Railways,
and I said that in the best year the
English railways had ever known they
had not earned more than 4} per cent.
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T also said there are 58 millions of capital
invested in English railways which have
not earned any interest.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS : The
bon. member will recollect that in his
speech he said wauny things he did not
really intend to say. He made several
errors which he corrected at the time;
bat unfortunately this statement in re-
gard to the earnings of Euglish railways
he did not correct at the time, though I
understand he wishes to correct it now.
He distinctly said that no English rail-
way, even in the best of years, had ever
paid more than 43 per cent.

Mg. Nansox: I have denied that.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
aceept the denial. I merely wished to
say that for many years, to my own
certain knowledge and perbaps to the
knowledge of some members here, the
North-Eastern Railway in England paid
7 per cent. year after year, and in fact
“seven per cent.”' was a pass-word in
connection with the North-Eastern Rail-
way.

fgltn. Nawson : I am well aware of that.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am afraid the hon. member has been
studying theauthority which he mentioned,
since he made his speech. I purpose now
leaving the question of rates alone, except
to say that the previons Commissioner of
Railwaye (Hon, W. Kingsmill) has been
accused, both inside and outside this
Bouse, of bad administration of the rail-
ways. I think that, from an undue sense
of modesty, the hon. gentleman, when he
gpoke last evening, did wot say much in
hiz defence on that point; but I am sure
that members of this House only wish
what is fair and just, and when I remind
members that the hon. gentleman only
accepted charge of the rmeilways in
December, that fromm December to
February he was engagedin parliamentary
duties in this Chamber, that he had only
frow the end of February to June to effect
iny alteration in the railwayvs, a sbort
period of four menths, they must see
that he has been expecied to do what
previous Commissioners of Railways had
attempted to do for years and failed or
did not do. Some people blame the hon,
gentleman for not having succeeded in
doing, in the short space of four mounths,
what other Commissioners failed to do in
several years. I hardly think such a



208 Address-in-reply :
degree of blame will attach to the hon.
gentleman, when members of the House
and the public bear in mind that he was
called on to do a good deal in a short
space of time. I now propose to refer to

the second point in the attack by the !

leader of the Opposition, and that was
baged on the appointment of Mr. George as
a Commissioner of Railways. He has also,
outside of this House, referred to this
appointment as “ the most disgraceful
episode thathasever blackened the political
history of Awstralia.” Here, too, I
should like to say, with regard to another
element which the hon. member referred
to, the Spear-Parker case, that the lender
of the Opposition, speaking last year,
satd in respect of four Ministers of the
Crown, four of those colleagues in Parlia-
ment, that they stood far more in the
dock than the journalist they had
attacked. I do submit that is a vegret-
table thing to have said.

M=z. Morax: Irise to a point of order.
We are not discussing the Spear-Parker
case, but the railways of Western Aus-
tralia.

Ter Speakir: I do not think the
hon. member is out of order. The ques-
tivn befote the House is that the words
proposed to be struck out stand part of
the motion.

Mz. Moran: And a gensral debate is
in order?

Tee Speaxer: I think so. Thereis
always more latitude given in a general

debate on the Address-in-reply, than in !
. which appotats him. It bas been said

a debate on a motion before the House.
Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
subject is quite as distasteful to me as to
the member for West Perth. I submit
it is regrettable that the leader of the
Opposition should make * wild and whirl-
ing " charges of this nature for which, in
his calmer momeants, I feel sure he will
be guite as sorry a8 I am that the words
were used. I am sure it should be taken
that no Ministry would make an appoint-
ment of this sort in order, as has been in-
sinuated, to get rid of a political opponent.
Tt bas been insinvated thut the appoint-
ment of Mr. George was made because

he was objectionable to wembers of this

{Ministeral) side of the House; that we

wished to get rid of him or that, ut the

best, we wished to geb rid of a pulitical
opponent. Although that has been said,
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been said—and to my mind what would
have been said with infinitely more
justice--if the appoitment had been
given to a member sitting on the Grovern-
went side of the House. What would
have been said of us if we had selected
for the post a member sitting on this
(Ministerial) side of the House? We
can only call on our imagination to supply
the epithets which would lave been
levelled at our heads if we had taken
that course.

Me. Connor: Wehave had a Minister
for Works and Railways taken from thig
side lately.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
should not be said that no member from
the Opposition side should be appointed

! to an hmportant position, no matter how

fitted he might be. To some extent I
agree with that, but not to the fullest
extent. Members of Parliament are
penalised to anextent already; and if, in
addition to that, you are going to say
that, no matter what merit, or ability, or
fitness they inay possess for some ap-
pointment in the State, the mere fact of
their having served their country or the
House in another position disqualifies
them from being appointed to any such
office. I do not think that should be
carried to an extreme; but I do submit,
absolutely, that if a member of Parlia-
ment is chosen for one of these appoint-
ments, he should be well fitted, and be
absolutely the most fitted man for the
position at the hands of the Government

that the (fovernment took no steps to get
the services of a railway expert to take
charge of these railways. The hon.
member who was Commissioner of Rail-

' ways knows that such was not the case.

Every endeavour was made to secure a
good and reliable expert. But it was
found almost, if not absolutely, im-
possible.

M=r. Nansor: Is Mr. George not an
expert?

Trg MINISTER FOR WORKES: The
leader of the Opposition does try to make
points. He raises every little obstacle
he can; he throws everything in my way

i he thinks likely to upset we; he tries to

trap me in every way he can.
MemserR : He does not like the lash.
Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I

I should like to know what would have | would ask if that was the sort of treat-
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ment held out to him? The gentleman
gelected for this appointment, who was a
member of this House, is, in my opinion,
eminentiy qualified for the position he
now holds ; but it seems to be in the
minds of members that Mr. CGeorge
gought this appointment.

Mz. Moraw: I know he did.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: You
know he did ?

Mg. Moran: I know it personally.

Taz MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Then I give to that statement a most
unqualified denial. (Applause on Gov-
ernment benches.) On the contrary, I
assure the House—and I ask the House
to believe that I am speaking what is
absolutely true and can easily be proven—
that Mr. CGeorge had to be almost
implored to accept the position.

M=, Moran: Twelve months ago Mr.
George told me he would like to be
appointed to the position,

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
by no means sought that appointment,
and it is apparent, or will be apparent to
anyone who likes to make the inquiry,
that Mr. George made considerable
sacrifices in accepting it.

Me. Moran : That may be so, but still
he was after it a long time,

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: One
hardly finds, I am afraid, in this year of
our Lord, people who are rushing about
to make sacrifices to obtain an appoint-
ment. .

Mz. Coswor: Our ideas change so
much.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-
doubtedly; and undoubledly there is a
very great necessity for it. But T assure
the House that Mr. George had to be
begged, and almost implored, to accept
this appointment. He did not seek it.

Mz, Moraw: It was present in his
mind.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: But
he having accepted it, I rejoice to say
that from what T have seen of him
already he is giving an absolute, whole-
" souled attention to his duty, and I am
convinced that he is the right man in the
right place; that he will do good work,
and is doing if already, and, if given an
opportunity, he will do better still. No
matter what the result of this debate may
be, I am absolutely sure—and I have

been sufficiently long in Parliament to
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know that if I make a mistake it will be
quoted against me religiously hereafter
—that Mr. George’s appointment will
turn out an wnqualified success. It has
been said that we should not have made
this appointment without first obtaining
the consent of the House.

Mgp. Moran: That is the principal
point.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for the Williams (Hon. F. H.
Piesse), who ought to know something
about the necessary qualifications of a
man holding the appointment of Com.
misioner of Railways, has referred in
very just and proper terms to Mr. George,
He believes that Mr. George will do good
work. He says he believes that if we
had asked the House to approve of the
appointment of Mr. George the House
would have done so. He said so last
night.

Howx. F. H. PiessE (in explanation):
No; I did not say that. I did speak of
Mr. George in terms of approval with
regard to his ability and capacity, but I
did not make the remark that if the
House had been asked the House would
have approved.

Mr. Mozgan :
cattings !

Tur MINISTER FOR WORKS: Of
course I will accept the hon. member'
contradiction if he gives it. Do I under
stand the hon. member to assert that he
denies having said something like this,
that if the House had been asked to
agree to the appointment of a Com-
missioner——

Howr. F. H. Presse: That is right.

M=z. Moraw: It is a big difference.

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: Isit
necessary that I should say, in spite of
the interjection from the member for the
Swan (Mr. Jacoby)

Me. Jacosy: Idid notspeak. {Laugh-
ter.)

Tre MINISTER FOR WORES: Is
it necessary I should say——

MenMBER: West Perth, this time.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: A
mewber says it was West Perth, but it
was not West Perth at all. The member
for the Swan less than a minute previously
said loudly enough for me to hear, “Oh,
never fear, he will misquote you right
encugh.”

Me. JacosY: Yes; I said that,

No more newspaper
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Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
is the remark I object to. That is the
remark I wish to call attention to, and I
ask is it necessary for me to nssure the
House that I have no desire to misquote
anyone; that, if I do, it will be uninten.-
tional at least, and no one will be more
sorry for having done it than I shall be?
[(MemeEeRs : Hear, hear.] If I under-
stood the member for the Williums
correctly, he did say that if the House had
been asked to agree to the appointment
of o Commissioner the House would have
agreed.

Me. Moraw : Thatisa different matter.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tn-
doubtedly, but that is correct at all
events. The hon. member went on to say
we did not ask the House, and we had
shirked our responsibility by appointing
Mr. George Commissioner of Railways.
It seems to me that we cannot do right.
At all events it is impossible to please
members on that (Opposition) side of the
House. If we agk the opinion of the
House upon certain questions we do
wrong ; weare shirking our responsibility.

How. F. H. Presse: I said you wanted
to get nd of your respounsibility.

Tee MINIRTER FOR WORKS: I
am not now referring to the member for
the Williams.

Hon. F. H. Pigsse:
now.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
am not referring to the member for the
Williams all the time, at all events. I
can easily give instances, if necessary, to
show that if we refer questions to this
House we are accused of shirking our
responsibility ; and if we do not refer
questions to this House we are doing
what is wrong and highly improper.
‘What is an unfortunate Minrstry to do ?
May I take it tbat if the House had been
asked to agree to the appointment of a
Commissioner they would have agreed,
and that if, subject to that agreement,
the Ministry had appointed Mr. George,
that would have been right and proper?
If that is so, why all this bother? The
leader of the Opposition asks that the
Government; shall be turned out of office
and that we shall have all the consequent
turmoil, because the Ministry have done
what they should have done subject to
the approval of Parliament.

SeveEear Memsers: No.

You were just
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Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Then
I am afraid we can never arrive at
premises to argue from. I understood it
was agreed that had the House been
agked they would have consented to the
appointment of a Commissioner of Rail-
W&-.YE.

Mgr. Moeax: Whom did you under-
stand that from?

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is not denied. .

Me. Moran: From one man, was it ?

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
is a0 very difficult to know what to
understand from the other side of the
House, because the leader of the Opposi-
tion, representing the Opposition we may
suppose, says one thing and gives utter-
ance to one policy, and another prominent
member of the Opposition very shortly
afterwards gives utterance to something
directly opposite. What are we to take
as a guide? Burely we must take only
the utterances of the responsible leader of
the Opposition.

Mgrg. Moraw: He did not say he agreed
with the appointment of a Commissioner.

Tue MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the member for West Perth is quite
willing to be judged only by the utter-
ances of his chief, I hail that with delight.

Mr. Moran: No.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
is not willing ?
Mz. Moran: No.

Mz. Nanvson: Do you mean that the
House would approve of the appointment
of Mr. George ?

Tre MINISTER FOR WORES: No;
a Commissioner.

Mgr. Nawson:
Mr. George?

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
There is no pecessity to get on to Mr.
George. The leader of the Opposition
got on to Mr. George for all he was
worth, and I intend to leave Mr, George
alone, after saying about him what I
have said. But I am afraid I am wearying .
the House, and I intend to conclude my
remarks by referring to the appeal which
the mewber for West Perth made to
members sitting on this side of the House.
The member for West Perth is an old
parliamentary ha.nd He knows how to
play the “game,” and he plays it for all
1t is worth.

Why not get on to
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MemBER: That is out of order.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
do not think itis. I do not think it is
accusing the hon. member of anything
improper. Rather do I think I am paying
a graceful tribute to the hon. memher to
whom I refer. If we take away from the
arguments of the leader of the Opposi-
tion and other members who have spoken
on the Opposition side of the House, the
sophistry with which those arguments
have been surrounded, the position hoils
itself down to this, that there was an
opportunity, so the leader of the Opposi-
tion thought—an opportunity which he
hailed with delight—of upsetting the
Government, and this House is asked to
" plunge the country into all the tur-
moil, all the disqunietude, all the neces-
sary evils which follow upon the appeal of
any Government, for what?—in order
that the hon. member and bis colleagues,
whoever they may be, may take our
places. That is really what i{ amounts
to. The member for West Perth ap-
pealed to members of the House to
have regard only to the appointment of
Mr. George and to the flagrant breach
that had been committed in not consulting
the House before a Commissioner was
appointed. Undoubtedly he was within
bis rights in making that appeal, but
unless I am very much mistaken mer-
bers on this stde of the House, and I
believe on that also, will take & broader
view of the position thun that. I think
that they will ask themselves a question
which involves far greater issues than
that; that they will be equal to the
occasion. L have no doubt they will say
to themselves that they absolutely decline,
at the wayward whim of the leader of the
Oppesition, to plunge this country into
all the evils which would necessarily
follow, if the hon. member had his way.
T feel nesured that every member on this
side of the House can leave the issue in
the hands of the Assembly with perfect
confidence ; that members on both sides
of the Hounse will have regard, and have
regard only, not to what is best in the
interests of either that party or this, but
to what is best in the interests of the
country as a whole. (Applause.)

Me. Moran: Mimstries always say
that, you know. We have heard that
before. The man who is in has alwavs a
horror of elections.
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Mz, 8. C. PIGOTT (West Kimberley) :
When the amendment moved by the
leader of the Qpposition was first tabled,
I took it as a challenge to the present
Ministry to defend their railway admin.
igtration. Naturally, looking at the ques-
tion from that point of view, I expected
to hear, at least from the Ministerial
bench, an eloquent defence of the position
the Government now accupy. But with
what result? First of all, the Colonial
Secretary attempted, not to defend the
action of the Government, but to make
some paliry excuses for falling into a very
awkward hole. I wasindeed surprised to
hear his speech. T thought that on the
question of the increase of railway rates
we should have received from him some
valuable information, some reason why
the rates should have been raised; but I
am certain no one can say the hon. mem-
ber has given us any reason for altering
our opinion of that increase. He did not
attempt even to justify it. Again, with
respect to the appointment of a railway
cotmmissioner, this appointment was made,
a8 we know, within a few days, T may say,
of the meeting of Parliament. The action
taken by the Ministry in regard to this
also demanded some justification. From
the lips of the Colonial Secretary we have
heard no reason for that. But when
we listened to the able speech of the
present Minister for Railways (Hon.
C. H. Bason), we found he simply
apologised for the ineptitude shown
by the Colonial Secretary. I need deal
no farther with the speech of the Colo-
nial Secretary, who has admitted before
the House and before the country that he
has not been able properly to administer
the State railways. The next speaker on
behalf of the Government was the Trea-
surer. He dilated at some length on the
management of the Stores Department.
The information he guve was certainly of
great use to this House; and I have no
doubt members on  both sides will
heartily approve the action he has taken
in regard to the stores account. But as
to defeuding the actions of the (Govern-
ment and their railway administration, I
appeal to him and to all cther members, did
he sayanything in defenee of the Ministry ¥

Mr. Mogax: He did not deal with
the question.

‘Mg, PIGOTT : Tomy mind, he spoke
, with more eloquence than anyone who
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has yet spoken in this debate, when he
remained absolutely silent, The first
attempt at defence we have had was that
by the member for South Perth (Mr.
Gordon). I do not thivk there is any
occasion for me to attempt to criticise
him; and I think the less said about his
gpeech the better. The next speaker was
the late leader of the TLubour party.
[Lapour MenBERS : The present leader.]
He says he caunnot in anyway approve
either the appointment of Mr. George as
Commissioner, or the raising of the rates.
Without any qualification at all, he gave
it out that he, as leader of that party,
was quite in accord with the amendment
proposed, and that he could not say the
adminigtration of the Government had
his approval.

Mg, Morax: Hear, hear. He did say
that, but he will not vote against them.

M=r. PIGOTT: He spoke not for
himself only, but, T take it, for every
other member of the Tabour bench ; other-
wise we should ere this have heard some
of them contradict him.

Meu. Daarise: You have not yet given
us a show.

Mg. Morax: Hear, hear.
news.

Mz. PIGOTT: I take it that from the
speech made by the member for Kanowna,
(Mr. Hastie), the Labour party are
to-night in the most precarious position
they have ever occupied since they came
here.

Mg. J. M. Hoprins: They are qualify-
ing for Kimberley,

Mz. PIGOTT: I take it they are to-
night in a position they would very much
like to get out of. They have my entire
sympathy. [Mz. Daerism: Thanks.]
And T can imagine how much better it
would have been for these gentlemen if
this question of railway administration
had not been brought before the House
in the shape of an amendwent lo the
Address-in-reply. [Mz. Dacrise: Not
at all] If it could have been brought
forward, we will say in the form of a
motion, by our eloquent friend who has
just interjected—*Thaf, in the opinion
of this House, the time has not yet
arrived when the coutrol of our railways
should be handed over to Commissioners
and taken entirely out of the hands ‘of
members of Parliament ——-

That is good
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Mr. Dacrisa: But you would have
opposed that.

Mgr, PIGOTT: Also, ‘‘That, in the
opinion of this House, it is inexpedient
to raise the railway rates at the present
time ”—which way would the votes have
gome then, if the guestion had been a
motion which did not, in the event of its
being carried, take away the life of the
James Ministry ¥ I say unhesitatingly,
every member of that TLabour bench
would have voted in support of it.

Mg, Daerisa: And you would have
voted against it.

M=z. Domerry: You (Mr. Daglish)
are afraid to face the country. You con-
test North Fremantle, and I will stand
for Subiaco.

Me. PIGOTT: We hear from the hon.
member that he utterly condemns the
railway administration of the Govern-
ment. We hear that he is absolutely in
accord with the terms of the amendment ;
and yet he says, “ I will not vote for the
amendment.”

Me. Moran: And the member for
the 8,W. Mining District (Mr. Ewing)
says the same thing.

Mer, PIGOTT: Other gentlemen on
the Gtovernment side have said the same.
We have had no defence from the
Government benches ; no defence of their
actions from any of their supporters.
One and all of the Government supporters
have spoken in a condemnatory style of
the Government, and yet they say they
will vote against the amendment. Now
I take it to be the duty of the House not
to hurry over this question. Let us take
our time. I consider it the duty of
every member present to state his own
definite opinion on this matter. When
that is done, there will be one satisfactory
result. Each member will have stated
his policy, at any rate with regard to the
railways. He will have put himself on
a firm footing respecting that subject.
His opinion will be kmown, and known
pot only here, but outside the House;
and when he backs down from that
opinion the country will know him.

Mgr. Moran: Hear, hear. Let us bave
uo shufflers,

Mz. PIGOTT: I have heard much
said to-night of the appointment of
Mr. George; and it has been stated that
if the appointment had not been made,
and the proposal had first been referred
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to Parliament, it would have been thrown
out. The remark may have been passed,
as I have previously passed it myself, that
the Cabinet were shirking their respon-
sibilities. I have made that charge
against the predecessors of the James
Ministry, and I will make it again against
the present Government. And when the
House was sitting some months ago, a
very small item was brought before us in
the shape of the compensation to be paid
to the late General Manager of the rail-
ways, Mr. John Davies. I then strongly
objected to that.

Mr. Moran: Hear, hear. Cabinet
did not take the responsibility that time.

Mr. PIGOTT : I thought the matter
then under consideration was entirely a
Cabinet maiter, and said at the time that
whatever Cabinet might have decided to
do in the way of remunerating Mr. Davies
should have received the support of the
House; becanse I believe in Cabinet
taking their own responsibility.

Tee Premier: You are always pre-
pared'to support what they did not do.

Mr. PIGOTT : You say so. Now, I
am very glad the Government have seen
the error of their ways, and have decided
to accept the responsibility. But what is
the result? The result bas come about
exactly as I thought it would. On the
very first occasion when these gentlemen
accept their responsibilities, they make
such a huge blunder that they condemn
themselves, not before the House only,
but before the people of Western Aus-
tralia in general; and that will be proved.
I have heard it said, both inside the
House and out of if, that the people of
Western Australia have no confidence
whatever in this House as it now stands.

Tre TrEasurER: You are reflecting
on yourself.

Me. PIGOTT : I may be reflecting on
myself, but it is a charge which every
member of this House should endeavour
to weet: we should attempt to prove that
we are deserving of the confidence of the
country, I want to know why such an
interjection should have been made. Per-
haps the hon. member cannot help it, but
the time will come when he will see that he
is wrong. I cannot understand any man
accepting & seat in this House after
having pledged bimself to the people
whom he represents that he will do the
best he can in their interests and in the
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interests of the whole country, yet voting
with the Government on this occasion,
The member for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie)
has told us in plain words that the
present administration of the railways is
not in the interests of the people.

M=. Hasmie: No.

Mg. PIGOTT: He huas told us that he
utterly condemned the adininistration,
but he was going to vote for keeping the
Government in power.

Mr. Moran: Hear, hear.
sault.

Mg. Hastie: Allow me to explain that
I never said anything of the kind.

Mr. Moran: No. He is fully in
favour of the increased rates,

Mz. PIGOTT: I have not got the
meang of *refreshing my memory” as
certain other members have dobne this
evening, and T will accept the denial of
the hon. member; but I remember his
saying distinetly that he did not approve
of the administration of the railways.

Me. Hastie: T said plainly and clearly
that T did not approve of severnl acts
done by the Government; but [ said
nothing about the railway administration.
I unever mentioned it.

Mg. PIGOTT: My memory must be
very bad, but T am confident as to what
he said, and I know the opinion that was
formed by many members in the House
after he had spoken. He led us to
believe thut he did not approve of the
administration of the railways nor .of
some other acts of the Government, but
that he wag going to vote to keep them
in. The hon. member said “I am, to a
very pgreat extent, jo sympathy with the
amendment.”

Mx. Hastie: I said nothing of the
kind. :

Mer. PIGOTT : We will see, to-morrow
morning. His speech led me and led
others to believe that he is in sympathy
with the amendment, but bas not the
pluck io support it. I understood from
his speech that the only reason why he
could noi support it was that he could
not see what. benefit would result from
the present Ministry being turned out, as
he could not see where another Govern-
ment was to come from. But I would
say here that we need not form a Ministry
from the present members.

Mze. Morax: Hear, hear
election.

A somer-

A general
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Mz. PIGOTT: The hon. member does
not want it, but it will come sooner than
he expects. The tenor of his remarks
wus that we should “put up with
the devil we kpow, rather than the
devil we don't know.” These were
the sentiments of the bon. member.
There are many members in this House
who are undoubtedly pledged to do the
best they can for their constituents and
for the people in the country, as I am
pledged to do, and particularly those
members on the Labour bench who repre-
sent working men on the goldfields, who
have admitted that the increased railway
rates press most heavily on the workers
they represent. I want to know what
will be the result when those representa-
tives go before their constituents agwin,
if they vote against this amendment.

Mr. DoBERTY: Annihilation.

Me. PIGOTT: Atany rate, they have
now to decide whether they are pledged
to the Ministry or are pledged tu the
people. It is mot a question of the
Opposition at all. Do you think this
amendment was brought forward with-
out a purpose? [MinisTERIAL MEM-
BER8: No.] We brought it forward with
the distinct purpose of making certain
members on that Labour bench, the bulk
of them, besides some other members on
the Government side, take a firm stand
on this question, once for all. We leave
it to those members to vote according to
their consciences. The cry has gone forth
from the people, both inside and outside
this House, that Parliament as at present
coustituted does not enjoy the respect of
the community. Now bhas come the
oceasion to give the people at liurge an
opportunity of speaking, through their
representatives, on this question. By the
time the question goes to a vote, many
members I think will cast their vote for
the amendment. When they have con-
sidered this matter over, they will realise
that it is a question of protecling the

ople. They have been influenced to some
extent by the tactics used on the Govern-
ment side to deter them from giving a vote
which may overthrow the Government;
but I may say it was for that reason
only, for compelling them to give a
straight vote, that this amendment was
brought in. If they vote according to
the way the people who sent them
here expect them to vote, ther the result
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will be the overthrow of the present
Government.

Me. Resipe: And an appeal to the
peeple of the country.

Me. PIGOTT: You don't want it.

Me. ResipE: I do want it as soon as
possible.

Me. PIGOTT: Why do they wish to
keep the James Government in? Is it
for the reason given by the member for
Kanowna that there iz not a sufficient
number of gentlemen on the other side of
the House to form a stable Government
if the present Government are turned out ¥
I have not been authorised by the leader
of my party, but I say conscientiously
that the bulk of the members on this
side will, if this amendment is carrieq,
be quite prepared to hand to the Speaker
their resignationa to-morrow. If this
question is looked at in thelight in which
it ought €0 be viewed, then the amend-
ment will be earried by an overwhelming
majority, becanse the chance has been
given to the Ministry to defend them-
selves, and they have been found wanting,
The question now is, does this Parliament
a8 now constituled contain members who
are capable of administering the different
departments of Government ? I say that
as long as T have been in this House
there has not been good government; and
if the question is put to the people, T
believe my opinion will prove to be right-
without any possible doubt. We thought
that when it came to the present Minister
for Railways to state his defence, we
should hear from him some reason why
the railway rates were increased. But I
do not remember any one canse which he
pointed out as a reasonable ground for
having increased the rates. He told us that
in June, 1901, the working expenses of
the railways in proportion to revenue
amounted to 77-19 per cent., and that they
had been wmounting up two years pre-
viously. He did not distinetly say, but led
the House to infer, that because this per-
centage has increased, it naturally follows
that the railways are not paying as well
as they were paying in a previous period,
I do not know about the previous ad-
ministration of the railways, but I donot
see that this is an argument which can be
carried to any definite conclusion. He
gives us figures, the figures of either
the profits or the losses made by the rail-
ways. 1 think everyone in this House
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will agree that the population of this
State is increasing day by day; and that
being the case, we must have more work
for our railways. A time will come,
unless we keep on extending our railways
for ever and a day, when the proportion
that the sum for working expenses bears
to the revenue must decrease. There is
no doubt about that. If we double the
revenue derived from railways, that is the
gross income, would we not have a much
better profit than we have to-day? I
point that out only with the object of
showing that the ex-Minister has not, to
my mind, given us any just cause to
believe there was a necessity for raising
the rates. As to the appointment of a
Commissioner, T have waited until I am
tired for some explanation of this; I bave
waited until I have given it up as a badl
job, till T am absolutely convinced there
18 no reason why the Government should
have chosen Mr. Greorge to safeguard the
railways. It was not on account of his
qualifications, for, if it had been so, those
qualifications would have been mentioned
to us. But they have not been stated.
We have not been told that Mr. George
has had any experience in railways. We
have been told that he is a strong man,
that he is a man of capabilities, that he
has had charge of construction of many
works ; but I hold that he is not, because
he has Leen intrusted with the work of
construction of railways, more entitled
to be given the position to which he
has been appointed than any ordinary
mechanic who has assisted in the con-
struction of one of His Majesty’s ehips
would be entitled to be appointed am
admiral of the fleet in the British navy.
In concluding, T again wish to express
my opinion that members should vote
according to their consciences. The
question is not one whether the House
should dissolve or not. It is simply a
question whether this amendment to the
Address-in-reply is justifiable. T hold
that it is. I am perfectly confident that
there are many members on this (Oppeo-
sition) side who entertain the same view.
I want to hear what members on the
other side have to say on the matter, and
unless they can give me better reasons
than the member for Kanowna (Mr.
Hastie) has supplied, I shall accuse
them of breaking faith with the people.
(Opposition applause.)
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Mz. H. DAGLISH (Subiaco): I have
to congratulate the last speaker on the
gerious manver in which he got rid of
thuse jokes which have so delighted the
Assembly to-night, and I can assure him
that che seriousness of their delivery
added much to their effect. We have
been gratified on this (Labour) bench by
the amount of consideration devoted to
the Labour paurty by members on the
Opposition side of the House. We have
been specially delighted by the sympathy
from such unexpected quarters as the
member for West Perth and the member
for West Kimberley ; sympathy as unez-
pected as perhaps it was undeserved.
However, we uppreciate it all the more
because we feel our want of merit in
the matter. I am sorry to see the mem.
ber for North Fremantle (Mr. Doherty)
is mot sympathetic, but at the same time
I thank him for the challenge he was
good enough to throw out to me that we
should both contest the two seats; butas
one seat ia quite enough for me

Mge.D.J. Donkrty: Inever interjected
anything of the sort. T told the leader
of the Labour parly that if he would
resign 1 would fight bhim in the Jabour
constituency of North Fremantle,

Mg. Morawn: That is a generous offer.
You ought to take it.

Mr. DAGLISH: I am sorry indeed it
is made under a wmisapprehension. I
have the misfortune not to be the leader
of the Labour party, but if the member
for Kanowna (Mr. Hastie) wishes to
accept the offer, I will not present any
objection. The sympathy from members
of the Opposition reminds me very much
of the tears which the walrus shed before
devouring those oysters which formed so
delightful a repast for him ag narrated in
“ Alice in Wonderland.” I think thereis
just about as much genuineness about it.
I am rather indebted to the member for
West Kimberley (Mr. Pigott) for urging
that we should vote as his conscience
dictated.

Me. Precorr: Your consciences.

Mr. DAGLISH: He said not as my
conscience, but as his conscience dictated.

Mg. Prcorr: I object. I did not say
that.

Mr. DAGLISH : I am quite willing to
give the member for West Kimberley the
benefit of having said “as our con-
sciences dictated”; but then he told us
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what our counsciences dictated, which [ ting thatthe amendment brought forward

amounted to stating what his conscience
dictated, and putting it down to us.
The bon. member on this, as on a
previous occasion when a no-confidence
motion was wunder discussion, has
simply taken upon himself to lecture all
others in the House as to how they
should vote; but I for ome object to
being dictated to, as the hon. member
now appears to be so serious in the
matter, because I am quite prepared to
take the responsibility of my vote iu this
or any other matters. I am quite pre-
pared to do so without being challenged
to give a vote in accordance with the
wishes of my constituents. I face my
constituents every day and, seeing that
they are almost at the door of the
Assembly, T can declare that I am not
afraid to face them. I am within their
reach at any time, and therefore present
to be attacked if I have done anything
deserving of it. The member for West
Kimberley is not in the same position,
but unfortunately, or fortunately for
himself, he has the advantage to represent
constitnents who do not take much
interest in pelitical questions, but whose
politics are usually formed for them by
the member who chances to represent
them. The member for West Perth (Mr.
Moran), lecturing the Labour party on
what they should do, spoke of ‘*‘our
magters.”  He spoke of the Labour
party as though they had wore masters
than members outside that party. I
recognise as my masters only those
electors whom I am sent to Parliament
to represent.

Mz. Morar: No. The Labour caucus,

Me. DAGLISH : T recognise none bhut
my constituents as being entitled to
dictate to me regarding my actionsin
this House. From them I draw the
breath of my political life, and to them
I am responsible for any political action
I take. The member for West Perth is
as directly responsible to those who sent
him here, the only difference being that
in my case I have more masters, inasmuch
a8 a larger number of electors did me the
honour to send me to the House.

Mz. Moran: How they have changed
since !

Mr. DAGLISH: Quite s0. They
have doubled since; but apart altogther
from this question I cannot help regret-

by the leader of the Opposition has been
tabled. I am quite willing to admit that
I would sooner it had not been tabled,
not because I have any hesitation in
voting upon it, but because it is u simple
waste of time, in my opinion, being
merely an attempt to harass the Govern-
ment, and to prevent the work of the
(GGoverminent from being carried on,
causing two debates to be held on the
Address-in-reply where one debate would
do. The country requires us now to get
on with the arrears of legislation and
with the work of putting all our depart-
ments on a proper footing. I am quite
satisfied that even on the Opposition side
there are few who will deny my accusa.
tion. The country is erying aloud to
have honest political work done in this
House, and it is much to be regretted
that members have not recognised this
ery, owing probably, in many cases, to
the distances and the small numbers they
represent. I can understand that the
member for West Kimberley wmay be
auxious for a dissolution. He may be
anxious for a dissolution before there is a
Re-distribution of Seats Bill passed, for
the simple fact that if such a Bill is
introdaced it will doubtless contain
drastic provigions with regard to the
electorate of West Kimberley. [Inter-
jection by Mr. Precorr.] In that case
this House will have the opportunity of
appealing this year, instead of three years
hence, for getting the views of the public
on the connection of the two Chambers,
and that will give as direct represen-
tation of the people a little earlier than we
should otherwise get 1. I cannot help
drawing attention to one of the remarks
made by the member for the Williams
(Hon. F. H. Piesse) yesterday in regard to
the cost of the eight-hours system on the
mailway. I was much surprised to under-
stand from that member that he had, as
far as I had been able to make out, over-
stuted that cost for the purpose of an
argument. It seemed to me a very
improper thing that any member shouold
have to admit that he had been guilty of
that. Proceeding to the discussion of
the administration of the railways, I am
willing to admit that the railway policy
of the Grovernment so far does not alto-
geiher give me satisfaction, but I am not,
because there are certain evils in the
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Railway Department, therefore prepared |
to introduce greater evilsin every depart-
ment of the State. I recognise that the
carrying of this amendment would have,
a8 far as T am able to judge, that effect.
In regard fo the increase of rates, our
railways ought to be made to pay working
expenses, interest, and sinking fund, and
I am quite prepared to support this or
gny other Government in making them
0 §O.

Mg. Preorr: Can you show why it is
necessary to make them pay? No ome
has offered any explanation. Members
have not told us why they are not paying.
They have not told us anything about it.

Me. DAGLISH: I hope that my
standing up will not prevent the hon.
member from going on with his speech.
I shall bave pleasure in sitting down if
he desires it, to listen to his farther
enlightening the House. If the hon.
member has finished his second speech, 1
shall go on until he wishes to speak
again. 1 would urge that the House
s not qualified to discuss the details of
railway rates, and I think the statements
made by some members of the Opposition
that the rates should not be altered until
the House have been coosulted is absurd.

Mr. Moraw: That is the proposal of
your own side. Read the Governor's
Speech.

Mr. DAGTLISH : T think the proposal
to put intended alterations on the table
of the House before they are made is not
at all wise; but though we as a body are
not competent to revise the rates, we are
competent, after they bhave been revised,
to express our opinion with regard to the
revimon adopted. I am mnot prepared
to-night to go into this item of railway
rates and freights, but T am prepared to
say fthat proper railway management
being secured and the department
reorganised, then the railways, econo-
mically administered, ought to be able
to pay legitimate charges, including
sinking fund, and that with this object
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& scientific adjustment of the charges on
the various lines should be made. I
should like, if it were possible, to see each
line treated separately, at all events in
the annual reports of the department.
Mge. Morax: That is always done.
Mz, DAGLISH: Quite so. But we
bave as yet no figures for last year. I
contend it ought to be possible, imme-
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diately the financial year is ended, to
have in this House a statement of
expenses and receipts of each separate
line for that year; and we ought to
be in a position to-night to discuss
the Railway Department with a full
knowledge of the receipts and expen-
diture for the last 12 months. Then
again, I think the capitalisation of
the railways should be on the basis of the
average cost. I do not think it would be
reasonable to treat each line separately in
that respect; because some of the lines
bave been constructed in very exceptional
circumstances, and therefore would have
a material advantage over other lines
constructed under normal conditions only.
Tor instance, the Southern Cross to Cool-
gardie section of the goldfields line was
constructed in exceptional circumstances,
viz., at a rate far less than for any other
line in the Stute. But I do not think it
would be fair to charge that line with
only its nominal cost of construction.
That would not be reasonable.

Mn. Moran: That is what is done.

Me. DAGLISH : Well, I am not here
to justify anvthing that is being done or
that hag been done. I am here simply to
express myv opinions— —

M=r. Connor: Andto vote,

M=z. DAGLISH: And to expressthem
as they come to my mind, independently
of the existing or any past Government—
(Mr. Domerry: Or of the Labour
party]—and independently of even the
member for North Fremantle. [Mr.
Dongrry: Do not consider me.% I
think, however, if we give assistance to
certain of our industries, we should give
that assistance by having the cost of such
concessions paid to the Railway Depart-
ment by the Treasury, after our scale of
rates has been scientifically adjusted ; and
then the country would know how much
its agricultural industries were costing,
and so with the coal and timber indus-
tries. The country would know exactly
what it was paying for each industry, and
the railways would get the benefit of
their full earnings. If we had that
system, then we shonld not be in danger
of starving our railways in order to grant
concessions to certain industries, nor of
cutting down the wages of men working
on the railways, nor of increasing their
hours of work, in order that we might
build up certain industries at the expense
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of this small section of our people. ! Eastern States from those non-political

Such concessions should, I contend, be
paid for out of consolidated revenue;
and the country should not be asked to
grant concessions the value of which it is
impossible for either the country or the
House to estimate. Then we should be
running the railways and our railway
bookkeeping on a fair commercial system ;
we should know precisely what our various
industries are costing, and what value,
in proportion to the number of men
employed, we receive from those industries.
If there be special consideration given to
any industries, [ think the industries oun
the goldfields should receive more than
others. I think gold-mining deserves
great cousideration, and that if there be
any difference in rates on the lines it
should be in favour of the geldfields
lines. I do not think the goldfields
people should have imposed on them the
duty of supporting our whole railway
system. § question whether it be wise
that the rates sbould be unifurm, because
I think we should give some consideration
to the distance our goldfields residents
are from the port at which their goods
arrive. Aod if we do that, I think we
shall not bear very much about the
necessity for constructing the Esperance
line. And this is a question the House
will have to face: whether some con-
cession of that sort could not at an early
date be made to the goldfields. It would
be far better to grant some such con-
cession, so aa to give the people on the
fields freightage ut a rate that would be
equal to the cost of carrying goods by
rail from Esperance to the goldfields. I
say this question should receive con-
sideration from the Government when
they are dealing with the rates generally.
In regard to the appointment of a Com-
missioner to manage our railways, I am
quite prepared to exipress the epinion
that we as a Parliament should retain
the absolute control of our Railway
Department. I am quite prepared to
say we, as representatives of the people,
should not allow the conirel of that
big asset of the people to pass out
of our hands, and that the proposal to
constitnte a non-political or independent
board to control the Railway Department
savours simply of a want of confidence
in the two Houses. 1 do not know
of any benefit that has accrued to the

boards that we have any ueed to seek
after. So far as I was able to judge from
my observations in Victoria, the estab-
lishment of a board of Commissioners
there was not satisfactory; it did not
conduce to the economical working of the
railways; and as we all know, the Vié-
torian board of three Commissioners was
abolished in favour of one Commissioner.
As regards the present proposals of the
Ministry, they seem to me to have been
very materially modified from what was
originally suggested, as far as we can
judge from the newspaper version of the
intentions of the Leake Government in
this matter. So far as I can learn, the
original propesal whas to constitute a
board entirely free from political control.
But the present proposal is to have a
board with a fair amount of political
control retained over it. In regard to
the board, I think if we ave to havea
railway Commissioner, one is enough. If
we have three, and there he a difference of
opinion, it is the fiat of one man that
will carry the day. In any question on
which there is a difference in a board of
three, it will be settled by one man. We
know experts continually differ; and if
there be differences, there 1is always
danger of friction between the members
of the board, or else of one man’s getting
a preponderating influence. And then, if
the others, as a board, merely register the
decisions of the chairman, of what use is
the board? We are simply creating
unnecessarily cumbersome machinery,

Mz. Preorr: You do not believe ina
board ?

Mr. DAGLISH : I donot believe in a
board. i

Mg. Connor: Then you are speaking
in fuvour of the amendment.

Mr. DAGLISH : I shall refer directly
to the extent to which I will sapport the
amendment. At present T am dealing
with the board. But apart altogether
from the question whether we are to have
political or to have non-political control,
there is the vital question whether Par-
liament should or should not have been
consulted in this watter; and I unhesi-
tatingly say the Government had no right
to prepose such an important change as
this without first consulting Parliament—
(OrrosrTior MEmBERs: Hear, hear)—
that the Government had no right to
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appoint any Commissioner withoutfirstob. |
tuining the sanction of Parliament ; that,
in my opinion, the alleged technical, legal
right the Government may have under
the Railways Act is not one that should
seriously be propounded. I have little
doubt, also, that this right was discovered
after the appointment was made. At all
events, it seems to me to have been
brought forward as a very weak justifica-
tion for an obviously wrongful act. No
one would seriously contend it was a
justification for the appointment. I do
not. think the Ministry themselves would
rely to any great extent on that section
of the Railways Act. We know it has
been allowed to become a dead letter;
and seeing it has not been acted on for I do
not know how long in the past history of
this State, I say the fact of its being
ignored for so many years practically
proves that custom did not warrant the
Ministry in bringing the Act into foree
without; first consulting Parliament. The
action of the Government was equivalent
to an absolutely new departure, and to
establishing a pew Jaw without parlia-
mentary consent. I am quite certain
that not ten members of this House were
aware of that section in the Act, even if
Ministers, or some of them, koew of it.
This important new departure, however,
according 1o the Governor’s Speech,
practically amounts to a change of title
only: and if it were to end there—if it
simply meant appointing Mr. George as
Commissioner of Railways, with the title
of Commissioner, but to fulfil the fune-
tions of a general manager—I confess
the matter would not seem to me to be one
of very great importance. ‘

MRr. MokraN: But the Government
promise a Bill to make two more Com-
missioners.

Mr. DAGTISH: Quite so; and when
they bring in that Bill, T will assist my
frirnd in opposing it.

M=z. Moraw: That also will be a vital
question ; and to throw out the Bill will
be taken as a vote of wanb-of-confidence. |

Me. O’Convor: He (Mr. Daglish)
will withdraw that statement. :

Me. DAGLISH: In regard to the |

1
l

personal aspect of the appointment, I
shall not express an opinion one way or
other; but I may say I think it unreason.
able that a member of this House should
have Leen selected for any permanent ,
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appointment in the public service. I
think, if it be contemplated by the
Government to appoint a member of
Parltament to a position, he should first
retire from Parliament and remain outside
for a few mouths before the appointment
is conferred upon him. 1 am quite
satisfied there was no intention to weaken
the Opposition; but I can understand
the Opposition objecting to losing one of
their most prominent members.

Mzr. Covnor: We have not lost; we
have gained.

Mzr. DAGLISH: Perhaps they would
not be sorry to lose our friend the inter-
jector.

Mr. CoxnvNoRr:
not do without me.

Mr. DAGLISH : However, besides the
question of the administration of the
Railway Department and the Ministerial
railway policy, we are called upon to
weigh the question whether the action of
the Ministry in this matter justifies us
in removing thew from the ministerial
bench. And even if we came to the
decision that so soon as the Ministry
could be satisfactorily replaced, we should
be justified in remouving them, then we
have the farther consideration: ¢an the
Ministry be satisfactorily replaced at the
present time? Now in regard to the first
question—are the Glovernment deserving
of removal on account of their railway
policy—I am prepared to say, no. As far
as I am able to judge, the Government,
are in this matter at a certain disadvan-
tage. The Premier, at all events, was
not pariiceps eriminis until the matter
had advanced to a certain stage.

Mr. Domeery: In his Perth Town
Hall speech he said he would take over
the sins of the Leake Ministry.

Mr. DAGLISH : Quite so. I admire
the Premier for his boldness in saying so.
T think his bravery and his candour
deserve our praise and commendation
rather than to be twisted into a farther
attack upon him. [ recognise the Premier
was unfortunate in the fact that he came
mto office just before the appointment
was consummated. Had he achieved
office just after the consummation, meni-
bers could not have attacked him because
of it. He came in when the whole busi-
ness had been practically arranged.

Mr. Moran: He could have stopped
it.

Oh, no. They could
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Mz DAGLISH: AndIthink members
are bound to support him. I think the
Ministry were morally tied, and that it
waa the duty of the Premier to fulfil the
obligations entered into by his predeces-
BOYB.

Me. Domesry: Thal was not your
opinion on another subject under the

same conditions. You have changed very
rapidly.

Mz. DAGLISH : On what other sub-
jeet?

Mg. Nanson : Concerning the Throssell
Government.

Mr. DomeErty: Yes; you did not
“barrack” for their fulfiling their obli-
gations.

Mz. DAGLISH : Well, the hon, mem-
ber will not expect me to contrast the two
occasions at this stage, when one is
ancient history.

Mgr. Nanson: Truth is always good.

Me. DAGLISH: If the Speaker will
allow me, I am prepared to show that the
cages are by 1o means parallel; ond the
hon. members interjecting know they are
not parallel. We bave to consider that
if this amendment were carried a new
(Government would be placed on the
Treasury benches; and while we have
heard a great deal about errors in policy
and administration on the part of the
present Government, no indication is
given to us as to what would Le the
policy of the new Government. What,
for instance, are we to expect when each
member of the Opposition who has spoken
has enunciated a different policy, and
when they have shown that they are no
more united than a rope of sand ?

Me. CoNnok: We are not led by caucn®
meetings.

Mr. DAGLISH : The hon. member is
not led at all. T understand he is the
leader of a party, and that he is the one
follower. If the hon. member would pro-
pound his policy, it might meet with my
upproval. 'What would be the policy of
the Opposition if a new Government were
formed from that side? 1T have heard
inembers of the Opposition speak strongly
in favour of the removal of our railways
from political control, that being sazid pre-
viously to the present session; yet every
member on that side who has spoken
to-night is in favour of political control
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of the railways. The member for the
Williams had the grace to admit that he
advocated at a previous period the ap-
pointment of a board of Railway Com-
wmissioners, und we know other members
on that side had done the same. What
would they do now, if they took control?
Would they remove Mr. George from the
position of Commissioner of Railways,
and what would they do in regard to
railway administration ?

Mr. Domerry: The policy of the
Opposition is to go the country.

Mw. DAGLISH : As far as I am able
to judge, the policy of the Opposition is
bluff at the present time, and that is the
only policy on which they are unanimous.
At present we have a (Rovernment pos-
sessing all the elements of stability, and
with a reasonable amount of exzperience.
The member for West Perth, speaking
outside the House, described the Govern-
ment as composed of political youtbs;
but I would point out that the leader of
the Opposition is as young as the youngest
wember of the present Ministry, that his
principal lieutenant is equally as young,
that his second lieutenant, the member
for West Kimberley, is younger still ; and
looking to the older members of the
party on that side, like the member for
the Williams, we find that what they
have got in experience they have lost in
public estination, that wheve they have
been tried they have failed. We find
that where the present Ministry have
been tried, they have at all events shown
elements of possible success; but T am
prepared, with the member for Kanowna
{Mr. Hastie), to say we would

rather bear those ills we have,

Than fy to othera that we kmow not of.

I wish to see, above all things, a stable
Governmwent; and I believe the present
Ministry have all the elements of stability.
There is no great party question dividing
the House at the present time, and I shall
protest now, as I have always protested,
against what appears to be a struggle of
the outs to obtain office at any cost. If
the Government had not adopted the
railway policy which has been so much
complained of, the Opposition would
have brought in an amendment based on
some other minor question, perbhaps on
the Spear-Parker case. The country is
tired of the struggle between the ins
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and the ounts, and is demanding strong
and able administration; therefore I
say we should give to the present
Ministry time to do that which the people
expect of them and what the country
wants.

On motion by Mr. Conror, debate
adjourned till the next sitting.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-22 o’clock,
until the next Tuesday afternoon.

degislative Council,
Tuesday, 29th July, 1902.

Address-in- rep1< Prosentation — Papers presented—
Question: Midiand Railway, to enforce recom-
mendations—Question : Experimental Farm, Cold
Harbour Estate — Pharmncy and Poisons Act
Amendment Bill, flrst rmdmg—Ret.\lrn ordered :
Northam-Goomalli way, particulars—Lenve
of Absence—Convie Pnson Site Trust Bill, Gret

reading—Trunsfer of Land Amendment Bill, first
remhng—l‘rlendly Societies Act Amendment Hill,

st reading—Public Service Act Amendment Bill,
ﬂrstreudmg-—-Adjoumment.

Tae PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o’clock, p.m.

Pravura.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—FPRESENTATION,

At 25 minutes to 5 o'clock the Pze.-
SIDENT, accompanied by honourable
members, proceeded to Government
House to present the Address-in-reply
to the opening Speech of His Excellency;
and having returned, the PresiDENT
reporied that

His ExceLLeNoy had been pleased to
reply as follows :—

Me. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMER OF THE
LEQIBLATIVE COUNC]I-,

1 thank you for your Address in reply to my
opening Speech, and for the assurance of your
desire to deal with all questions that may
come before yon in such a manoner aa to pro-
mote the advancement and welfare of this
portion of His Majesty’s dominion.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Min1sTER FOR Lanps: Reports
{annual) of Rabbit Department, Lands
and Surveys Department, Stock Depart-
ment ; also Railway Rates for merchan-
dise, live stock, passengers and parcels,
wharfage and berthage dues; Permis-
sion to construct Timber Tramways;
Report of Conference of Statisticians,
Hobart; Blue Book, 1901 ; Statistical
Register, 1900,

Order: 'To lie on the table.

QUESTION—MIDLAND RATLWAY, TO
ENFORCE RECOMMENDATIONS,

Horn. G. RANDELL. (for Hon.J. M.
Drew) asked the Minister for Lands: 1,
If the Grovernment has taken any steps
to enforce the whole of the recommenda-
tions of the Joiut Select Committee on
the Midlgnd Railway Company which
were approved of by both Iouses of Par-
liament ? 2. If not, why not?

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied : The recommendations are receiving
the attention of the Government and are
being deslt with at the preseut time.

QUESTION—EXPERIMENTAL FARM,
COLD HARBOUR ESTATE.

Hon. W. T. LOTON {for Hon. R,
G. Burges) asked the Minister for
Lands: If the Government intend fo
reserve a portion of the Cold Harbour
Estate for an experimental farm, namely,
that portion on the banks of the River
Avon?

Tae MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: Probably not. To establish ex-
perimental farms npon estates purchased
under the Agricultural Lands Purchase
Act would place too great a burden upon
the purchasers of estate as to price.

PHARMACY AND POISONS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Introduced by Hon. M. 1,. Moss, and
read a first time.

BETURN—NORTHAM-GOOMALLING
RAILWAY, PARTICULARS.

Hon. M. L. MOSS (West) moved :

That & reburn be laid on the table of the
House, showing—(a.} The fotal cost of the
Northam-Goomalling Railway, including engi-
neers’ and sapervisors’ salaries. (b.) The cost
of formation of the line, (c) The cost of rails
and fastenings used in the work. (4.} The cost



